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To the Honourable Houſe of 


COMMONS 


- Aſſembled in PartiameNT, 


> i Bcdience isa virtue of ſuch great 


worth, that Lather did rather 


ent, than power to work miracles. 


ſucha grave ard judicious Senate, coram tam 
multis viris & tam paucts hominibus, And 


| © Wavu. ao Wagga 


— 


preſent the Sermon to a more publike view. 


. ſo ſhort ( by reaſon of your more ſerious 


ek 


us Apology, tocxcuſe both the preaching and 
| AZ printing 


9308l 3 


deſire to have grace to be obedi-' 


Out of this very Principle it 
was, that Ifirſt adventured to preach before 


Mallen) obte 
dire quam 
macula 


from the ſame Principle ic is, that I noyy {** 
| Luther. 
- Thetime allotted for the making of it,vvas 


+- affairs) that it. mighr have been a ſufficient 


_ 


hy : — * WW cs. = I TE -—— _ = , 


printing of ir, had not pure Obedience juſt- 
Jy ſilenced all ſuch Apologies. And now 
it is printed., :the Sermon it ſelf is ſo poor 
and mean, that'itmay fitly be anſwered to 
me, What Apelles once did to a Painter, 
who having drawn many Lines in alittle 


fpace of time, and boaſting to Aþelles that 


he had done ſo much in ſo ſhort a time; 
it was replyed, That he wondered that be 
bad drawn.no more, But yet howſoever,my 
humble requeſt is, That you would accept 
of this poor Mite , this little Goats-haire, 


which your commands (like a Mid-vvife) 
have brought into theworld. And indeed 
the kinde entertainmenc it found in the 


heating , and thegreat acknowledgement 
_ of your Thanks (farre above all expetati- 
on or defert) aftervyards , is an abundantly 
ſufficient incitement againſt all diſcourage- 
. ment whatſoever, Theſubje of che Ser- 


monis of great; contcernment; It is about 


the raineand repair of Kingdoms and Na- 
tions; a matteriutablefor you that-are the 
reprelentative Body of the Kingdom. Sin 


ruines Kivgdoms. , When Nicepharut Pho. - 
cas had built a mighty Wall about, bis Pa- 


lace 


LINIL 


TC Lt a 
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lace for his defenſe, be heard a voycein the 
night , crying & BaNAEv, id nos TH TH 1 

ws Years ,  woby © K9:x90 EvdLAG PS 1 mA, 
Though thou build'{ chy walls as high as 
Heaven, fin is within, and this will cafily 
batter dovwvn thy walls. Sin is like a 
Traytor in our own boſomes, that will 
open the gates to the enimy. Sin weakens 

our hands, and makes them unapt te fight, 

Sin taketh avvay the courage of our hearts, 

I was not the ſtrength of. Ai that overcame 

the Iſraelites, but Achans fin, Sinne cauſeth 

a great Army to be overcome by a little - 
one. ' The Army of the Syrians came With 4 * Chron. 
ſmall company of men, and the Lord delivered _ 
arvery great boſt intotheir band , becauſe they 
bad forſaken the Lord God of their Fathers. 
Tire fins of England, are the enimies of 
England, Theſe beleaguer our Walls , and 

are as ſo many Canaanes alwayes riſing 

up in rtbellion againtt us. But nov on 

the contrary, Repentance and Reformation. 
repairs and upholds — and Nati- 

ons : this is their Fortreſſe and Tower of 
deſenſe; their Munition, Armour,and Wall 

of Braſſe to defend them. Righteanſneſſe 
hes A 3 exalteth 
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exalteth a Nation , but ſinne is a reproach to 
any People, The Lord in mercy ruinate our 
ſinnes,and notthe Nation ! the ſame Lord 
workea Nationall Reformation, and make 
you his Inſtruments in this great work ! 
Much hath been done by you this way al- 
ready (which is acknowledged in this en- 
ſuing diſcourſe, with great thankfulneſle. ) 
The Lord enable you to perfe&t what you 
have begun. He thatis the Finiſher- of . our 


faith; finiſh this much-deſired Reformati- 


on ! Itis very obſervable, chat when God 


raiſed up Magiſtrates , ſuch as Nebemiab,, 


 *Zerubbabel, and others; to pity Sion that 
layin che duſt, and to repair her breaches : 


Exra 5.1, 


at the ſame time he raiſed up Prophets allo, 
ſuch as Haggai, Zechariah, and others, to 


Rrengthen the hands of the Magiſtrates, 


and to encourage them in fo noble a ſer- 
vice: and therefore it is expreſly ſaid... Then 
the Prophets, Hapgai and Zechariah prophe- 
fied untothe Jews that were in Judah and Je- 
ruſalem in the Name of the God of Iſrael, 
even unto them, Then(and not before) roſe 
#p Zerubbabel and Jeſhua, and began to build 


with 


the houſe of God which is at Jeruſalem; and 
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with them were the Prophets of God belping 
them, And Exra 6. 14. The Elders of the 
lews builded , and they proſpered through the 
propheſying of Haggai the Prophet , and Ze- 
chariah the ſonne of Iddo ; and they builded 
and finiſhed it, according to the ( ommandment 
of the God of Tſrael, &ac. By both thele 


' Texts it appears, that the Magiſtrates began 


and finiſhed the reparations of Gods Houle, 
by the help of the Prophets of God. Suf- 
fer me, therefore (as divers others have 
done before ) theunworthieſt of all Gods 
Miniſters, according to my dnty and place, 
to beſeech and exhort you to the pol. x: - 
mation of thoſe blefſed good things which 
you have begun to do for the Church of 
God in England, And the God of all blel- 
ſings, blefle you and yours. 


So prayeth 
Your much obliged 


Spirituall Servant, 


EDMyND CALAMY:.. 
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Sermon Preached at a Faſt before 
the Honourable Houſof 


COMMON Ss. 


)Jz x = 1.18.7, 8, 9,10. 

At what inſtant 1 ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, and 
concerning 4 Kingdom, t0 pluck up, and to pull down, 
and to deſtroy it. 

F that Nation againft whom 1 have pronounced , turn 
from their evill , I will repent of the evill that I 
thought to do unto them. =P 

And at what inſtant T ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, 
and concerning a Kingdom, to build and toplant it - 

If it do evill in my fight, that it obey not my voyce, then 
Iwill repent of the good wherewith 1 ſaid 1 would be- 
nefit them. 


a 222 His Text may fitly be called a 
' Looking-glafſe for Zn2/a:d and 
> Jreland, or for any other Kirg- 
2 dom whatſoeyer ; wherein God 
Jy Almighty declares what he' can 
| do with Nations and Kingdoms, 
and what he will do. 
B __ 1. What 


L's A verman preached at a Paſt before 


_—_— 


I. What he can do. He can build and plant a 
Nation. and he can pluck up, pull down, and deſtroy 
a Nation. And when a Kingdom is in the depth 
of miſery, he can in an z»ſftart, if he but ſpeake 
the word, raiſe it up to the top of happineſle; 
and when it is in the heigth and Zenith of hap- 
pineſſe, he can in another inſtant ſpeake a word, 
and throw it downe againe into an Abyſle of 
miſery. £ 
2. Whathe will do. God will not alwayes 
uſe his Prerogative, but he will firſt peake before 
Ferſe 7. he ſtrikes; he will firſt pronounce judgement before 
Ferſe8. he executeth judgement. And if that Nation ag ainft 
which he hath pronounced the evill of puniſhment t#r7 
Ferſe 8. from their evill of ſin, then will God repent of the evil 
he intended to ao unto them: And not only ſo, but 
Verſe g. he will build and plant that Nation, an ofa bar- 
ren wilderneſſe, make it a fruitful Paradiſe. But : 
Per.10, if that Nation do evillinGods fight , and will not obey y 
hi voice, then will God repent of the good wherewith he 
would have benefited them, and pull down what he 
hath built, and pluck up what he hath planted, 
and of a fruitfull Paradiſe, make it a barren 
wilderneſle. | 
By all this it appears, That-as this day 15 a Na- 
170nall day, and this Honourable Aſſembly « Nati- 
enall Aſſembly,{o this Text is a National Text every 
way ſutable for the occaſion about which we are 
met. The Lord make it as profitable to-you, as 
it is ſuiable for you. From the words thus explai- 
ned, I gather theſe four Dodtrinall concluſions, 
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I. That God hath an abſolute pover over all 
Kingdoms and Nations, to pluck them up, pull. 
them down, and deſtroy them as he pleaſcth. 

2. That theugh God hath this abſolute Pre- 
rogative over Kingdoms and Nations, yet he 
ſeldome uſeth this power, but firſt he gives 
warning. 

3. If that Kingdome againſt which God hath. 
threatned deſtruction,repent and turn fremtheir 
cvill ; God will not only not deſtroy that King- 
dome, but buildir, and plant it. Or thus, 

Nationall Repentance will divert Nationall 
judgements, and procure Nationall bleſſings. 

4. That when God begins to build and plant 
a Nation, if that Nation do evill in Gods (ighr, 
God will repent of the good he intended to do 
unto it. | | 

The firſt & this, 

I. That God hath an independent and illimi- De#, t. 
ted Prerogative over all Kingdoms and Nations 
to build them, or deſtroy them as he pleaſcth. 

This4s ſet forth in the beginning of the Chap- 
ter, by ocular demonſtration. God bids Terew 
Ariſe and zo down to the Potters houſe,&c, and when Yerſe 2. 
he came there, ke beheld the Potter making a 
Veſlell of clay, and breaking it, and making it 


. againanother Veſlell, as ſeemed good to the ” erſe 4+ 


Potter to make it. And God himſelfe makes the 
application; 0h Houſe of Iſrael, cannot I do with you Verſe 6. 
4 this Potter, ſaith the Lord? CannotI make you © 
Veſlells.of honour, or diſhongur 2 cannot I ſave 

B 2 you, 


Lon 


4 A Sermon preached at a Faſt before 
you, or deftroy you asI pleaſe Behold, as the 
clay ts inthe Potters hand,ſoare ye inmine hand,0 Houſe 
of Iſrael. Becauſe Nebuchadnezzar would not con- 
fefle this truth, he was driven to ſchool to the 
beaſts of the field, and he had the heart of an 

Dan,4.24, OXe, till he acknowledged, that God doth whatſo- 

35. ever he will in the Army of Heaven , and among the 
inhabitants of the earth, and none can ſtay bis haxd, or 
fay nnto him, What doſs thou ? 

Reaſ. t, This ſupremacy of Gods power, is founded 
vpon that .biolate Right that God hath oyer us 
as he 1% our Creator. For he is Jehovah, that 
gives being to all,and receives being from none. 

Re.11.36. Of him, and 10 him, and through him are all things. 

_ All ercatures are beams from. his Sun, drops 
from his Ocean. 1f 7 ſpeak (ſaith the Text, ) 7 1m 
whom all men live, move, and have their being 5 I that 
made all things out of cothing, and can as eafily 
turn all things intonothing, If I ſpeak. This 
power of God over Kingdoms , hath two 
properties. | 

x.[t is illined and independent, which appears 
by three expreffions in the Text 1. By theſe 
words, At what inſtant ; which hold forth unto us, - 
that God can deſtroy a Nation in an inſtant, in 
the very twinckling of an eye. In the morning 
the.Sun ſhore upon Sodome, but beforc night it 
was deſtroyed with fire and brimftone. The old 
World was drowned (as Luther thinks) in the 
Spring time, when all things began to bud and 

bloſſome.The flood came ſuddenly,faith Chriſt, 


_ 7 
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it came de repente,according to the vulgar tranſla- 

tion of theſe words, when they leaft expeRed 

it. And en the contrary, Ged canin an inſtant 

make a Nation happy. The lſraclites were in : 
an inſtant brought out of E2ypr ; and were in one Prop 
and the ſame day, of all people moſt miſerable, un mir: 
and of all people moſt happy, as Calvin well ob- moron: 
ſerveth upon this Text. 2. By theſe words — Wy 
I ſhall ſpeak. If God do but ſpeak te deſtroy a Na- nw tanum 
tion, itis preſently deſtroyed : He ſpake the 5" * more 
word,and the World was made; and if he ſpeak #ya4uziz,d 
the word, the World will return to its firſt Prin- * byſo 
ciples. if I bring 4 ſword upon 4 land, and ſay, ford Pea 
£0 throuzh that land,ſo that I cut off man and beaſt from ſurraomem 
it. Thongh theſe three men were in it, as 1liwe, ſatth the —_— 
Lord, they ſhall deliver neither ſons nor daughters, &c. —_ | 
Ezck, 14. 17,18. Onthe contrary, if God do % equita- 
but ſpeak to plant a Nation, it is planted; for '** 
Gods bexedicere, js benefacere, 3. This abſolute 

power of God is likewife deciphered by three. 
ſynogimicall expreflions in the Text, Toplack up, 

frll down, and to tefliroy. Which three-words do -, 
intimate, That God hath an illimited Preroga- 

tive over Kingdoms, and that he can overturn, . 
gvertern, overturn when, 4s it is ſaid, EJek, 21.27. 

Or as Hwgo gloffeth upon the words, He _—_— 

? all mercics, pz! downall judgments,and deſtroy - 

t 


em; that is, make at utter ruine of them. 
 -2, This power of God, is untverſall. For the 
words ruiiie generall, 'Ar what inflant-I ſhell: 
ſpeak concerniaga Nation : notthisor that Na-- 
Fe 71 B 3. tion, , 


A Sermon preached at a Faſt before 


tion, but a Nation indefinitely, There is no King- 

domeexempted from Gods juriſdiction, or that 

hath Letters Patents to priviledge it. It I ſpeak 
concerning 1cuſalc;, er concerning England, etc. 

God is the Governour of the whole World, all 

alike to this Heavenly Potter. 

Yſet, Tf Gods power over Kingdomes be ſo large, 
and ſo abſolute; let all the World ſtand in awe, 
and not dare ta fin againſt ſuch a mighty and ter- 

1ſ2.40, 15. rible God: A God before whom all the Nations of 
the World are as a drop of. a bucket , and as the ſmall 
duſt of the ballance. Andif all Aſia, Africa, Europe, 
and America be bur as the drop of a bucket ; what a 
little drop of that bucket is one man, though ne- 
ver ſo great? Ifall the World be bit as the duſt 

of the ballance , what a little little particle of this 

Tere.re. 6, duſt is one man £ Who world 7ot fear thee, oh King of 

7+ Nations ? foraſmuch &s there is none like to thee,O Lord; 
Thou art great, and thy Name is great in might. Will ye 
not fear me,ſaith the Lord? will ye not tremble at my pre- 

Jere« 5.224 (ence,vhich hath chained up the ſea with fetters of ſand? 
cc. That am the God of earthquakes, the God 
of thunder and lightning ; a God that can caſt 
both body and ſoule into Hell fire. 7/ho art thos, 
that thou ſhouldeſt be afraid of a man, that ſhall dye, and 
of the ſon of man which ſhall bee mad: as 87aſſ ? and 

1ſa.51.12, forgetteſt the Lord thy maker, that hath ſtretched forth 

13* the Heavens, and layd the foundatons of the earth ? 

Think of this you that are greater in fin, than in 


— 


orcatneſſe, that make no other uſe of your great-: 


nefſe,but as of LettersParents to free-your Felves 
<<. . IoOm 


LIMI 
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from all humane puniſhments, and to licence 
you to make your wills your laws, and your luſts 
your gods; and to commit not onely peccata, 
but menſira, that are Pcſiimi maximi, not Opti- 
mi maximi. The great Jehovah againſt whom you 
ſin, is greater than the greateſt; he bindeth Kings 
tn chains, and Nobles in lincks of iron. He hath 
provided Tophet of old; yea, for the King it is provi- 
ded. Hell was made for great men as well as 
poore. Obſerve how reſolutely and emphati- 
cally the Prophet ſpeaks, yea, for the King it is 

repared, Potentes potenter torquebuntur, Ingentia 
orifices vitia,iugentia ſupplicia. To whom 
God hath given great mercies, if they abound 
with great vices, God will inflict great puniſh- 
ments apon them. Think of this you that tram- 
plethe bloud of Chriſt under your feet, by your 
prodigious oathes, and by the contempt of the 
day,worſhip,and ſervants of Chriſt. .The bloud 
which you contemne is nobler than the nobleſt 
bloud that runs in your veins: Itis the bloud 
ofthe eternall God, of that God, before whom 
the great,as well as the ſmall,muſt appear at the 
oreat day of Judgment; in which terrible day, 


Ia.39.33. 


the Kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich Reve 6. 
men, vud the chiefe Captains, and the mighty men will "5 6+ 


hide themſelves inthe dens,andin the rocks of the moun=- 
tains: And ſayte the monntains and rocks fall on us, 
and hide us from the face of him that ſitteth on the 
Throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, &c, They 
that are here cloath'd infilk and C—— 

OT. 


iy 
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for the mountains to cover them(which yet ſhall 
be but a poor ſhelter; For the mountains melt at 
the preſence of the Lord , and the rocks rend aſunder 
when he is angry. They that made others to flye 
away trom them as innocent Lambs, from de- 
vouring Wolves, ſhall be afraid of the wrath of 
the Lamb that ſitteth onthe Throne. Great men muft 
dye as well as others, and when they are dead, 
there is no difference between the dead bones of 
_ Philip of Macedon, and other men, as Diogenes told 
Alexander, Remember the wofull Catraſtophe 
of Herod the great, Agrippa the great, Pompey the 
great.Oh, let all men fear to {tn againſt that God 
that removed the 4ſſpriav Monatchy to the Per- 
ſtan, and the Perſian to the Grecien, and the Gre- 
cian tothe Roman, That toucheth the mountains 
and they ſmoak, before whom the Devils feare 
and tremble. Oh, let not our hearts be harder 
than the rocks,worſer than Devils ! Oh Zzelarnd, 
feare the God of Heaven and earth! Oh you 
Houſe of Commons, tremble and ſin not, moſt in 
the World fin and tremble not. Do you tremble, 
and fin not : Weareall in Gods hand, as aflye in 
the paw of a roaring Lion,as the clay in the hand 
1 Cer. 0, Of the Potter. Do we provoke the Lord to jealonſie,are 
22. we ſtronger than he? Conlider the advantages 
God hath us at,and our dependencies upon him, 
and let us not dare to fin againſt him. 

A SarQuary41n all diftreſles and dangers. Let 
us flye to this God of power, who giveth King- 
doms,and taketh away kingdoms as he age 

The 


Plal. 4. 


,"FJe®. 
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The great ſuperintendent, Fly to bim as tothy 
Ark, thy Pella, thy City of refuge. And in our 
deepeſt miſeries let us ſing cheerfully the 46. 
Pſalm, as Luther was wont to do. Goa'# owr refuge 
and ſtrength, a very preſent "y iwtrouble, Twill not 
Fearethough the earth be moved, and though the moun- 
f4ims be carried into the midſt of the ſea,crc. 

A divine projet to ſecure a Nation from 
muine ; to make this great Jchovah our friend ; 
for if God be on our fide we need not feare 
thoſe that are againſt us. Dew mem + onnia : 
' . Tranquilias Deus, tranquillat omnia. And tor this 
very purpoſe we arc here met this day. in Gods 
Sanctuary, flying to the horns of the Altar, to 
beſcech that God whois the only Potentate, King 
of kings,and Lord of lords, that only doth wonder. 
full things, that be would be reconciled untous ; 

that he would quict the commotions that are in 

Ireland, reduce the Rebels into order, ſheath up 

_ the ſword that is there drawn, and quench the 

flames that are there kindled. That the Lord 

would knit the heart of our Soveraign to his peo- 

ple more and more, and of his people to him. 

That he weuld unite both Houſes of Partiament, 

that they may joyn together with one heart as 

one man, to relieve: poor Ireland, and reforme 


V ſe 3+ 


England. Athanaſius tells us that Antheny the Athanag 
Monk forght againſt the: Divell. wich thar #* #4 


Text, Pſalm.68.1., Let God ariſe.and let his enevnes 
be ſcattered, let them alſo that hate hizs. flee before him, 
The Divcll is more rn this Text, wy 

9 otner ; 
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other : for he knows he is Gods greateſt enemy, 
and if God ariſe, he muſt needes be ſcattered. 


.Oh, lerus fer Godon work this day, to deſtroy 
the implacable enemies ofhis Church ; ariſe oh 


Lord, anJ ſcatter the' Iriſh rebells! ariſe oh 
Eord, and confound” Antichriſt, and build up 
the walls of Teruſalem ! The Romans in a great 


_ diſtreſſe were driven to take the weapons out of 


Dott,2. 


the Temples of their Gods, and to fight with 


them, 'and fo they overcome. This is our courſe 
this day , wee fight with the weapons of the 
Church,Prayers and Teares: - The Spartans walls 
were their ſpeares : Our walls arc our prayers, 
our helpe ſtandeth inthe Name of the Lord; who 
harh made Heaven: and earth. Lord ſpeake a word 
and Tericho (hall: fall, be-fayourable to England 
and. Ireland; Lord take away : our tinne , and 
parely purge our drofſe ! Our truſt is not in onr 
bow, nor ſpeare. Let ns labour to become Gods 
favourites and then we have all happinefle concen- 
wedinewowotds.. tf bins in nh none 
The ſecond Dofrinall concluſion... * 

Though God hath this abſolute power over 
Kingdomes and Nations, yet he ſeldome uſfeth. 
this power, but firſt he gives warning. I ſay he 
ſeldome uferh ir:. for I do not lay it downe as a 
enerall rule: Deasigen allizat ſues manus.. God 
may, and doth ſometimes deſtroy at once, and 
.give-no warning. Thus he dealt with the Hea- 
then Apimonites.and Idumaeanszas Calvinobſerves; 
but he ſeldome or never ſends any (great judge- 
| ment- 


DO — 
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ment upen his own people, but firſt he ſpeaks 
before he ſtrikes. Firſt Yerba, then Yerbera, as. 
itisinthe Text. At what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak,&c. 
If that Nation concerning which I have pronounced, 
&c. Firſt God proncunceth a judgement before 
he executeth a judgment ; he lightneth before he 
thundreth ; he hangs out his white Fiag of mercy, 
before his red Flag of utter defiance ;firſt he ſhoots 
off his warning Pecces, before his murdering Pee- 
ces» Andihe Reaſons are, 
1. That all the World may take notice, that Rea. 1. 
all puniſbments ard affliftions came not by 
chance, or fortune, but from the immediate 
hand of the great God. It is he thar forms the 
light, andcreates darkneſſe ; it is he that makes peace, 
ard creates evill, Ithe Lord ao all theſe things, And 1545-7- 
therefore God gives warning to imprint this do- 
Erine : That there is no evill of puniſhment, but 
from God, | 
2. Becauſe Godis loath to puniſh. cAtinatur De- Reaf. 2. 
25, #t nou puniat : they that minde miſchicte, give 
no warning. When A6ſalowintended to murder 
Amm00, he ſpake neithergood nor bad unto him, 
.2 Sam.13.22, Neither would God reveale his 
intentions to deſtroy us, but only becauſe he de- 
fires not to deſtroy us. I reade of one that came 
to murder one of the Rowan Emperors, and by 
ſpeaking theſe words, Hunc tibi pugionem mittit 
Senat us,detexit facinus fatuus,& non implevit. Ano- 
ther was ſeen whetting his ſword, and by thar, 
luſpeted and derefted. Bur it is otherwiſe with 
| es God, 
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| God, he gives many irems, and ſers many Bea. 


cons on fire before he deſtroyes a Nation, As. 
cAmvroſe oblerves upon Gen.9.13. He puts his 
bow in the Cloud ,, Non ſagittam, ſed arcam, not his 
Arrow, but hits Bow; the Bow cannot hurt us, 
but the Bow forewaras us of the Arrow ;. and 
the ſtring of the Bow is to us-ward, to ſh2w how 
unwilling God is to-puniſh-: He muſt firſt turn. 
che Bow and put in the Arrow, before he can. 
ſhoot. And as it is, Pſalm.7.12. 7f you will not 
turn, I will whet my ſword, I will bend my. Bow, and : 
make ready my Arrow, Firft God whets his ſword 
before he ſtrikes, and bends his Bow before he 
ſhoots, his Arrow is unprepared, 8&c. And all 
this, becauſe he is a Father of mercies, and a_ 
father you know is loath- to whip his child. 7- 
afflit# not willingly, Lamen.3.33. Fury is not in 
we, 1/4.27.4. Iris your finnes that put thunder- 
bolts in my hands. As a Weman brings forth 
her.childe with pain, and a Bee never ſtings, 
but when he is provoked : So ir-is with our 
good God, He never puniſheth, but when zhere 


' 45-10 remedy, 2 Chron. 36.15,16. When Gad 


Cant.2.8, 


e City of Zericho... 
—— God gives warning for, the glerification of - 


came to.puniſh..Adaw, he came ſlowly, in the cool 
ofthe day; but when he commeth to ſhew mercy,he 
comes leaping over the hills, and skipping over the - 
m1u:tains, God was but fix dayes in making the . 
whole World, and yet as Chryſoſtome well ob- 
ſcrves, he was ſeven dayes deliroying one City, 


his . 
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his Juſtice. Thar all thoſe perſons and nations that 
arede{iroyed, may haveno Apology, no excule, 
but may be ſpecchlcſle ar the great day ofaccount, 
Ne dicant fibi non predidium Cave. There isno 
Chriſtian nation, ſhall be able to ſay, That God 
deſtroyed them,and yetnever gavethem warning, 
Read the ſecond and third Chapters of the Reve- 
lation; obſerve Chriſts warning to the ſeven 
Churches. This madethem without excuſe ; fore- 
warned. forearmed. 

If this be Gods ordinary courſe, Let us admire 
and adore the patience of God towards our Per- 
ſons in particular, and towards this Nation wge- 
nerall, in which we live: A Nation not worthy 
to be beloved, A Nation as ripe for deſtruction, 
as any other Nation. How many. Tapers hath 
God ſer on fire 5 How many white Flags of Mer- 
cy hath God hung out 2 How often hath heſhor 
off his warning. peeces, to forewarne this Nation, 


that God would pluck it up, pwullit down, and de- 


feroy it, Tonathan ſhot three Arrowes, not to hurr 
David, but to help David by forctelling him of 
Sauls murderaus intention againſt him ; Bur God 
hath ſhoe nor. only three, buteight Arrowes, to 


forewarne,and forearme us. The Lord awaken our - 


ſecure hearts, to the confideration of theſethings: 


God hath ſpoken cight wayes to this 'Nartion, 


by all which he hath intimatcd-his intention: to 
deſtroy us. | | 

1. He hath ſpoken unto us-by the veice of 
bis Miniſters, that with one mouth and lip, have 
C3 fore- 
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ys ce. 
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foreroid us of deſolation, and deſtrution, It 
haih beene the conſtant voice of Gods fairhfull 
Servants, from the Pulpir, for theſe many yeares 
early and late. Now this voice is not to:be 
{lighted ; For ſurely the Lord will do nothing, but he 
revealeth his ſecret wmo his Servants the Prophets, 
AMIS 3.7. | 

2. He hath ſpoken to us by the voice of his 
lefler . judgements. For God hath two ſorts of 
judgements, Rods and Scorpions : Feotmen, and 
Horſemen, as it iSexpreſied, Terem. 12.4, And he 
deales with a Nation, as a Phyſitian with his 
Patient, If a leſſer potion will not worke, the 
Phyſician will preſcribe a ſtronger. - God hath 
ſcar many leſſer judgements, The Small-pox, 
unſeaſonable Weather, the Plague in a mode- 
rate way z 'but theſe judgements have beene 
flighted and contemned ; And lefler judgements 
contemned, are Harbingers to uſher in greater : 
God. threatneth, Levit.2.6, Tf his people will 
walk contrary to him, he will puniſh them ſeven 
times more : and afterwards he addes, Thar if 
they will not be reformed, he will puniſh them 
yct ſeventimes more, and yet ſeven times more. 
Verſ.1$.21-24-28. 1, even I, will chaſtiſe youin 
fury, ſeven\times more for your ſins. As the ancient 
Conſuls of Rome had Rods, and Axes, Carried be- 
fore them : Rods as enſignes of their leniry to 
penitent offenders 3 But Axes as tokens of their 
ſeverity, againſt incorrigible offenders : So 
God hath his Rods, and his Axes, his puning 
Knife, 


he Honourable Houſe of Gammons. 
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Knife, and his Axe. If his pruning Knife will not 
amend us, his Axe will hew us down, and caft us 
inta the fire. | KA 10) ; 
3- God hath ſpoken to us by the death of his 
godly Servants. For the righteom peri 'ſh, and 10 
man layeth it to heart, and mercifull men are taken 
aw Ty ;none conſidiring that the righteous u taken away, 
from the ewill to come, Iſai57.1, 'Thus Methuſaloms 
that godly Patriarch died, the very yeere the 
flood came. And his name fignifieth, 4 meſſenger 
of death; His death did preſage the flood. - Thus 
Auſtin was taken away' by. death, immcdiatcly 
before the ſacking of Hippe where he lived. 
Pareus before the taking of Heilderberg. Luther a 
| little before Warres came into Germany, 'as he 
himſclfe did fore-fignifie at his death, | Thus-the 
death of Saint Ambroſe was a fore-runner of the 
rvire of 77aly. The many. Reverend Preachers, 
The Chariots, and Horſemen of Tſrael, that intheſe 
few yeares are gone to theirgraves in peace; are 
'as ſo' many blazing Comets. to portend our 
FuINes +5 ft 77 2 
' 4- God hath ſpoken to us by:-the voice of 
other Proteſtant Nations beyond the Seas, thar 
Have.drunk deepe of 'the Cup: of Gods wrath! 
Herodotus tells us:, that 'in'a certaine Egyptian 


Temple, there was aStatue built for Sexxacherib, 


(this was he that beſieged 7eruſalem; and blaſphe- 
medrhe God of 1fraet;::and was afterwards \laine 
by his 'ſonnes) and:upon this Statuci'was'this.In- 


ſcription ; Eb i#u+iegar, forts iro, . Look upon me,and. 


learn 
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learn to be righteous, Methinks I heare Reched, Bo- 
hemis, the Palatinate, and other parts of Germany, 
ſaying : Oh England look upon us, and learn to 
be righteous. God will not alwayes make you 
like Goſhex,, when we are plagued as -Zeypr: make 
you like Neah in the Ark, when we are drowned 
with a flood of miſeries : make you like Grideons 


dry Fleece, when we are like his wet Fleece, 


bedewed with forrow and Jamentation. You 
muſt not look alwayes to drink ſo deep of the 
Cup of proſperity, when we have drunk fo deep 


-of the Cup of adverfity-. Gad hath made us 


examples to you ; but if you amend not,, God 
will make you your ſelves the next examples, 
It is a moſt true ſaying : Legimms Hiſtorias, me ipſi 


framu hiſtoria. If you will not learne righte- 


ouſncſſe by our Hiftory » God - will make 
you the next Hiſtory. Deſcite juſtitiam moniti &+ 
zou temnere Dives, This is a loud and powerfull 
voyces:: = tt; 57 | 

; 5. God fpeaks: now more necrly unto us, by 
the bloudy rebellion that is in 1relard; The 
ſword that is there drawn, is like the Comet, 
that for a whole yeer bung over Jernſalew, in the 
likencfſe of a fiery Baming fword. This ſword 
is Gods warning peece: to England - It is like 
Tamberlaines red Flag, threatning ruine, and de- 
ſolacion to us4 For it is an 6ld ſaying, He that 
would England win, muſt withTIreland firſt begin. A 
Serpent, the ncercr it is, the more dangerous it 
is, The ſword isnow.come very necre us : - - 
| Ee 
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like a Serpent in ourboſames : The Lord awaken 
our ſleepy ſpirits, God hath 3. ſwords. - The 
word of the Angel, which is the plague : the ſword 
of the Spirit which is his Word: and the fwordof 
the Enemy. We have been wofulty maſſacred 
with the firſt ſword, The Plagye hath been grie- 
volſly upon ur badies, bur the plague of fin ſtil! 
remaines upon our foules; this fword hath done 
little good. -If the ſword of the Spitir will not 
now at laſt cut down our finnes, we muſt expeR 
the ſword of the enemy to cut usdown, and to de- 
| Aroyus of | "4 SS. gS} W32VE 
6. God now alfo ſpeakes unto us'by the many 
ſad diviſions, and unhappy fraQions that are in 
 Churchand State, MA Kinegdvome divided againſtit 
ſelfe, cannot ſtand. It is ebſerveable, that ſcarce 
ever any great enemy entred this Kingdome, but 
when it was at Schiſme and divifion within-it 
ſelfe. Tacitzs ſaith, that nothing gave the Romany 
more advantage againſt the ancjent Brittains then 
this, .2u0d fattionibus & fiudijs irahtbantur. Man: 
&rbratizs (as Caſar cals him!) out of hatred againſt 
Caſibellanms, brovghtin Inlizs Ceſar, Admining, 
brought in Claudius, Gnortigernrs firſt, and Mor- In vita 
dredus after brought in the Saxons, Touſtains di. '+28iP- 
viſion and inrode, made way for the Normans ; Lib.s. de 
and there were mere diviſiens than one to helpe Þ*i-Gil. 
' In the Daves. Andthere is nothing more likely 
to bring in the Romans once more ifto our King- 
dome, than theſe © andubratians,the Adminians, 
J had almoſt ſaid theſe Armizians, Oh fad divi. 
D ſions! 
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|  fions? theſe are asrhicke blacke clouds threatning 


agrear ſhawet ofdefolarion/ 


7» God ſpeakes-unto us by the great demurant? 
-delay-of;thereformatitn. of the.Charch. Tor the 


Childe of reformatiomis cometo\the birch ; but 
there wanrs ſtrength to bring icforth. | This is a 
figne, That:thereare ſome great obſtruionsin the 
Kingdome;: that hinder-the birth of this much de- 
fixed; Childe; > Arid ir ſhrewdly : preſageth, as. if 
God. had begunnetorepent ofthe good, thathee 
hath begun to doe for us; And thar, it will be 
with us, as it was with Tamar, inthetime of her 
travells,Gertſ38:28,29.. Zarah firſtpurs forth his 
hand- out of the Wombe, but afterwards drew it 
in againe,'\and' Phares came out in his ſtead. So 
it. gives. .us cauſe to; fare, :Jcaſtithe iChilde: of 
Mercy ſhould: goe-backe into the'Wombe againe, 
an6} rho Chilge of judgement come forth in his 
ſicads ;. ::;. 5% tant nf ; bags 
...$, God. hath ſpoken'to: us by thevoiceof our 
owne conſciences. : There js -no-man thar lives in 
any knowne finne, bur his conſcience hath often 
told him,as Abner did Joab , Will nat this ſinne bring 
bitterneſſe in the latter end.? And as Reuben.to his 
Brethren, Did 1 not tel you of ths aforchapd : Thar 
this ſinne would bring you to hell. There is a 
Light which God hath ſer up in all our ſules, 
which is as a Beacon, ſet on fire, to give notice 
of Gods Wrath and Vengeance, This light is 


Tertul. 4» Conſcience, which Tertullian. calls prejudicium 


judicy. This is Gods bolome Preacher ; and 
| when 
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when this is filencced;itportends nothing, bur utter 
ruine and deſolation. $321 2151376 99051 
And thus you ſee how. many waies,God hathgi- 

ven waining tothis Kingdom. | | 1 Ye 1 ers 

Now | beſecch you, Let the long-ſuff ering,and. 
go0aneſſe of God, drive ws torepentance. This isxhe 
uſe the Apoſtle Paul makes,  Kowo. 2. 4+; which is 
the more to be laid to heart, . becauſe thatiSaint 
Peter pickes:out this exbertation trom- out of-all 
the Epiſttes of Parl, as one of the choiſcſt, and 
wah upon thoſe, to whom he wrote,. as you 
may read, 2 Pet.3.15.And account the lepg-ſuffering 


of the;Lord, is ſalvation;even as ver beloved Brother 


Paul alſo hath written unto you. Now I conceive, 


this is no where written, -but-in the. place fore= 


mentioned, - Let not that which is our ſalvation 
(as Peter ſaith) beeome our damnation, ;.. Let. us 
follow the example of Noah, Heb. 11.7. Noah by 
faith being warned of God, of things not ſeen as yet, 
moved with fear preparedan Ark, tothe ſaving of his 
houſe,&c. Neah; had but one. warning,..and. that 
of a judgement, -which had no. print in"nature< 
Bur wee have had eight kindes of warnings, and 
there are many prints' and foot-fteps 'of Gods 
judgements amongſt us. O let us. beleeve' theſe 
Voices of God: and let faith worke-fcare, and 


feare worke care to prepare an Arke, before the 


Floud comes. Letus be amended by Gods war- 
ning-peeces, leſt we be conſumed by his murde- 
TiNg-PEECES. WM OR" 
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Motives. There are two Motivesto quicken us to the obe- 


Ts. 


2>, 


dience of this exhortation, 

” Gods wirnincs ave in Gods keeping, No man 
hath a locke and key of Gods patience. .Hee. is 
long-ſaffering, but not »lwaies ſuffering, and how 
long he will ſuffers no man; knows. Sometimes. 
God is warning-of a:people x20. yeers, as he 
was the old world. : Sometimes but zo. yecercs, 
25'he deslr with the Jews, before thedeſtructi- 
on: of- Tern{#lem, Sometimes .buc 40.. dayes, as: 
m WNinives caſe. Sometimes but one night as ia 
F2s cate, who! had wawning of the burning of 
Yoalvwe, but the nigtn before, We inthits Nation 
have had many yeors warmng. I feare me, the 


"Taper 'is almoſt burnt out : That the Sun of our - 


ofperity. is ready to ſer, And thatthe hourc-. 
els of oy happinefſe is almoft ran out. This. 
js.our laſt warning. Miſtake menot ; 1 doe not- 
prophecy what God will do; but whar wee de- 
ferve God ſhould doe, and- what wee may juſtly - 
expedt he will doc, and - wharwee ought to pro- 
vide, jfhee ſhould: doe. Let-us amend now,. or 
never ; before the day of Mercy be paſt; be- 
forethedraw-Bridge beraken'up.. It may be too 
late thenexr veer, © | 
"The warnings of God; -when theyareſlighted, 
they will neceſſitate and aggravate our condems= 
"ation. i935 | 
I. They will wee[ſiture- our condemnation, For 


_ there are three degrees of Gods wrath. His 


thecatrning wrath, his puniſhing wrath, and his 
oo. - | = 
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condemning Wrath. And thisis Gods Methode. 
Firſt, He threatneth, before he puniſheth : And 
if his threatning anger reformeus, wee ſhall never 
feele his puniſhing anger ; but if his threatnings 
prevaile not, wee ſhall certainly feele his puniſh. 


ing- anger. And if neither threats, nor pu- | 


niſhmenrs prevaile, nothing remains but his con- 
demning Wrath. Ss men audies vecemmiſericordie, 


ſenties vocem judicy. Sinen audiesprimam tubam,ſen- 
ties ultimams,  S$1non andies Dennwinanmem, ſenties 


punienternes condewmnaniem, What deſtroyed the 
old World, bnt becauſe they did not regard 


Noahs- warning « What deſtroyed Lots. ſonnes. 


Bernard. . 


in Law, but becanſe they mocked at Lots war- 


ning. 


the bigger the childe will be, and the-more pain 


it will pur the Mother. unto. So the longer. 


God keeps inhis wrath, and is -patient toward 
a- Nation, the bigger the- childe of wrath will 
be, when it eomes forth, and the greater will 
be our miſery and affliftion. This Metaphor 
God himfclfe uſcth, Tſaieh 4.2. 14. Thavea long 
time holden my peace, T have been flill, and refrained 
my ſelfe ; wow will 1 cry like atraveliing woman, 1 
will deftroy, und devoure at once. Though God hath 
leader feet, yer he hath iron hands, The longer 
be is before hce firikes,” the heavier the blow 


D3 pcr 


2. They will aggravate- our- condemnation : 
For as a. childe in the Mothers womb, the Jon-. 
ger it is in the wombe, before it comes forth,” 


will bc, when twe firikes. Patience 4s the pro- .: ' 
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per purchaſe of the bloud of Chriſt. There was 
Bernard, No patience under the firſt Covenant. Dems non 
Sermon de expettabat Angels, non expectabat Adamum, God 
Tic did nor wait forthe Angels, nor for Adam ;' bur 
as ſoone asever they had finned, Hee throwsrhe 
one out of Paradife, the other into Hell. Bur 
for usſinfull ſons of Hdam, God for Chriſts ſake 
earrieth, and waiteth our converſion. ' Oh, let us 
not finneagainſt the merit of Chriſts bloud ! Read 
the 5c. Pſa. 21, 22. Theſe thinzs thou haſt done_ 
and I kept ſilence, thou thourhteft that I was altogether 
ſuch a one as thy ſelfe:: but I will reprove thee. and (et 
theminorder before thineeyes,” Now conſiaer this,ye 
#bat forget God; leſt T tear you in peeces, and there be_ 
none to deliver, Letus not ſtopourears from hea- 
ring theſe eight Voices, leſt God turne his words 
.into blows, and ſtop his cares from hearing our 
voices in our extremities. ':'There are two de- 
Bernard, ;, grees of mercy in God, cM iſericordiaparva, & mi. 
os nie ſericordia mazna, His little mercy, and his great 
ſeric. & mercy. For God to wait our converſion, and to 
A forge, fOre-Warne us of evillto come, this is a mercy, 
and a great mercy initſelte conſidered. Bur it is 
but a lictle in compariſon of the ſecond mercy, 
which is rhe great mercy. And thar is, when 
God gives.us-gracero make a holy uſe of his pati- 
ence, tomake his patience our ſalvation, and to be 
led ro repentance by it, The Lord beſtowthis great 
mercy upon us! - | 

1: The third Dottritall concluſion. ond 21 
Do##.3. - That: National! turning from evill, will di- 
; | vert 
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vert Narionall judgements, and procure Natio= 
nall blefiings. So faith the Text: 7f that Nation 
turne from their evill, then will T repent, and not only 
fo, but verie.g, I will build, and plant it,cc. 'The 
Dectrine is a merciful} qualification of Gods 
abſolute power, he is fo farre from uſing it, as 
thathe indents and covenants with every Nation: 
If they repent, I will repent, "Now whereas God is 
here ſaid to repent, It is ſpoken dv\gommdos;, but it 
muſt beunderſtood ®temenss;. God is not as man,that 
he ſheald repent, Hee is ſaid to repent, becauſe hee 
doth that'which men doe when they repent. 7 will 
repent, That is, T will turne my judgements into 
mercies. God doth ſometimes w2ll achange, but 
he never changeth his will, God from all eternity 
decreed to be ſerved in the old Teſtament with 
types and figures, and inthe New-Teftament, in 
ſpirit and truth. Here was a will of achange, but no- 
change in Gods will, When God is ſaid to repent, 
the change is inus, not in God, As when the Sun 
ſoftneth the wax, and hardneth theclay ; here is a 
different ac of the Sunne; but the change arifeth 
from the different obj<&t, not from the. Sunne. 
So God from all cternity. decrees to puniſh the 
impenitent, and to blefſe the penitent. And. 
when a Nation by Gods Almighty grace be- 
comes penitent, God turnes his puniſhments into 
bleſſings s but the change is in the Nation, not in 

God. WITS h 
And now give me leave to fpeake my minde 
freely 3 J am not come hither this day to feaſt 
your 
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your eares, but to wound your hearts; you muſt 
not cxpeR elegant and fine phraſes. Now licet ix 
tanta miſeria diſertum eſſe, This is a day, not for 
humane, but divine cloquence. Nor loquor diſerts 
ſed fortia, A day wherein we are to cry mightily 
unto God, to knock aloud at Heaven gates, and 
to extort mercy from Gods hands, by a holy 
and acceptable violence. And for my part I 
know not any Do@rine more ſutable ro worke 
upon your hearts and affections, then this plaine 
concluſion ; That there is no other way to. pro- 
cure bleſſings from God, or toturne away. judge- 
ments from the Land, bue by turning from finne 
unto God, The wrath and puniſhments which 
ſinne hath twiſted, Repenrance will untwiſt. Sinne. 
is as athicke Cloud, ſtopping the Sun-ſhinc of 
Gods mercy ; but if we turne from finne,this will 
meltthecloud, and cauſe theSonne of Righreouſe 
nefſeto ſhineupon us. Sinne, it is as a Divell inthe 
Aire, to hinder our prayers from aſcending ; bur 
if we turne from ſinne,this will charme the Divell, 
and make Satan like lightning fall downe from 
Heaven. Sinne is like ſo many grear peeces of 
Ordnance, planted and charged upon high 
mountaines, ready to ſhoote downe Cities and 
Kingdomes : Burt if we turne from finne, this will 
take away the force of theſe Cannons,and make 
them as Paper-ſhot. Sinne is a wall of ſeparation 
berweene Godand us: Toturne from finne, will 
breake downe this wall. Sinne is the great make- 


bate betweene God, and man: Sinne difſolyeth 
| | Parlia. 
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Parſiament unhappily : Sinne! puts variahce be 
eweenea King and his Subjects. Sinne deſtroyed . 


Rochel and the Palativate ; it brought the ſword 
into Ireland,and will bring it into England, unleſie 
we turne away from all ourevill doings. Toturne 
From ſinne;is a key to unlock all the cheſts of Gods 
mercics. It is Clavs viſcerum Dei, A preſerva- 
tive againſt all miſery, Oh-the divine Rheto. 
rique,: and omniporent efficacie of Repentance! 
"This is that Raine- bow, which if God feeth ſhi- 
ning in our hearts, he will never drowne our 
| ſoules. Thar ſtarre which will bring us to Chriſt. 
A repenting faith, is our Sacra archore to flye un. 
to; it is Ilex waſericordie : it tyes Gods hands, 


Tertyul. de 
penit, Pe 


nilentia 


and chatmes his wrath, There is ho thunder-bolt raders & 


ſo great, no wrath ſo farious in God, but Re- 
pentance will aboliſh it. This 44g ail, will cefily 
appeaſe out Heavenly David, though hee' march 
never ſo furiouſly. Repentance is ſo ?cceptable 
to God, that he rewarded Ahab for his hypocri- 
ticall repentance, that others by His example 
might be provoked to ture truelyto God, who 
knew not his repentance to be hypocritical}. T 
have here alarge field of matter, for a yeare, ra« 
ther than a'day : But as alittle Boat may land a 
maninto a large Continent ;-fo a few words may 
ſuggeſt matter ſufficient to a judicious care, :for a 
whole lives' meditation. I ſhall not ſpend time 
in unfolding the nature of this duty of turning 
from ftane; or-in ſhewing the reaſons why this 
Turning is ſo. potent-to _— judgements', and 

| : pro- 
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procure; mercies.: (this'is the worke of every 
Sermon.) I will onely make one UJie of exhor- 


unco two tation ( for it needes application, more then ex- 


Putics. 


3..To Hus 
miliatiou. 


plication.).. 
To. beſcech you to turne the doctrine into pra- 


ice, and to expreſle the ſincerity of your Re- 


pentance, by two duties, which arc as the two 
poles, upon which our turning from finne doth 
move. By humiliation and reformation; Humi- 
liation for ſinnes paſt, Reformation for the time 
to came: Humiliation without Reformation, is 4 
foundation without a tuilding : Reformation without 
Humiliation, proves often a building, without a foun- 
aatigs, Both of them-together, comprehend the 
Eſlesrialls of this great duty, which is the very 
quinteflence of PraQticall Divinity. 

\ Te, Let us turne unto God by humiliation, for 
ſinnes paſt. This day is aday of humiliation. A 
Sabbath of weeping and mourning : Wherein 
we ſhould waſh the feere of Chriſt with our teares, 
wherein we ſhould, weepe bitterly, -before the 
Lord, ' powre forth our. hearts like water, ' and 
ftrive who ſhould put moſt teares into Gods bot- 
tle. I beſecch you,-let us turne unto God with 
true penitent teares, drawne from the \ycll of a 
brakes. heart, ;fetchr out with the-bucket of Gods 

Aves 51-5 > 4; wort 

Let us fanRifie afaſt, and affli&t our ſoules be- 
fore the Lord, that this day may become a day 
of attonement,., And becauſe the;Well is'deepe, 
and our, hearts, are-very, hard, and ſome, -it +4 
| Co 


'wellasgreatfins, For there isno finne ſimply lic- 
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be, want buckets to draw water withall : Giye Seren 
mee leave to offer unto you ſeven buckets , j****® 


which will ſerve, as ſeven helpes to/ humilia- the water 
| 3 of tearsy 


tion. | 
1. Let every man conſider his owne fins, which 


hee himſelfe is guilty of. Have weenot broken 

the holy , and righteous '\Commandementrs of _- 
God a thouſand times, and ſhall not this: break | 
our hearts? Have wee not broken our vowes and 
covenants which wee have often made with 

God, andwill-not the meditation: of this break . 
our | hearts 2: God: in Scripture! is faid to baye J2>74-17 
a baggeand a bottle.' Abaggeto purour ſinsing ** © 
and a bottle to put our teares in. Have wee not 
filked Gods bag with our ſinnes, and ſhall weenot 
now fill -Gods'botrle with our teares| 2.; Dorh. ic 
not grieve-us, that wee have ſa: often;grirved the 
Holy Spivitef God'? Axe we not heavy:haden with 
thoſe ſinnes , with which God himſelf & preſſed amu.z. :;. 
4s a Cart with ſheaver? Ts not God himſclt brokew 
with our whoriſh hearts, and will notthis break our E*<.5.9. 
hard hearts 2 'Have wee not had yeares of finninge 

Oh let tis have one Day of mourning ! Havewe 

not trampled the bloud 'of Chriſt under our 

feete, and ſhall not the 'bloud of this Scape- 

poate melt our'adamantine hearts * It is an ex- 
cellent ſaying, That in all the ſins we commit we. Si Rex 
muſt not ſo much conſider the ſin that is committed,as _ _ N 
the God againſt whom-it #5 committed. And this-will great (ore 


provoke us togreat Humiliation forliet]e-fing, ;as are 
LLC N1NS, 
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tle, There isnolittle God to finne againſt, The. 
leſt miximue ſpiritaale,the leaſtoffence is commit- 
red againſt an infinite God ; and therefore de- 
ſerves infinite puniſhment. There was no little 
price paid for little fins ; the leaſt finne coſt the 
ſhedding of the bloud of the eternall God. 
There 15 no little diſobedience in-a little finne. 
For as+there is the fame rotwundity in; a little 
round Ball, as in 4 great one: So there is the 
ſame diſobedience againſt-God, ,in a little Ginne, 
as well as in agreat one, 'Todifiobey God.in 2. 
live, is no little :dif-obedicnen, There isno.lit- 


the unthavkfulneſfe-3n-2 hictle: fin, ' For the leſſer 


the thing is, in which wee offend God, thegrea- 
ter is the unthankfulneſle, thatwe will finagainſt 
God; for: ſo litdle:'e mmatter. There is no little 


_ pollmion;anddefilement, in a little fin... A little 


puddle may-dirty a man, as well as a great one. 
A little Bodkin may wound a Ceſar to death. 
"There is no little puniſhment, for ligcle. fins; For - 
+he wazes of feuis deatb. The wages of Gia, as fin, 
and therefore. of every fin, f-myuetenu 44 01nc 
palet conſequentia. Nov ti diihinguendum ubilex ne 
Hiftingwt. And therefore Jet us I beſeech you, 
inourne with: a-preat -lamentation; for.our. little 
enhs, -our idle words, our -omifions af ..good 


| duties, 2nd defects>m \good Uuties, QC. . Can. 
_ we momne for the\lolte of our \ctates,- for .the 


death of our Ohildrene, And -flrall we nat waurac - 
that 'we-hwelotGod,:and thepeace ofa good 
"cerffgence'by: our iftas; GO RIWAAS A: 
| | 4 
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ſodcad and dull ro goodnefle 2 Can wee cry for 
the ſtone in the bladder, and nor for a ſtony 
heart © The ſtone in the bladder can but kill 
the body ; but a ſtony heart will caſt body and 
ſ{oule into Hell, Weepe for thoſe diſeaſes thar 
will deſtroy ſoule and body for ever. Wee have 
beene often in-the valley of Himnen, ſacrificing 
our ſonnes and davghters unto: Divels, by their 
wicked educations ; improoving ' our parts and 
mercies, £o the ſervice of the Divell. Oh, ler 
us this day deſcend into the Valley of Bacah,angd 
ler us make this Church a Boghim, a place of 
weeping. Wehave many Chwch-ſins, Sermon- 
fins, Sacrament-fins, Let us have Church-tears for 
our Church-fics, 


A ſecond help to humiliation, . is the confide- pych, 2. 


ration ofthe finnes of the Nation-wherin we liye, 
This Kingdome is an Iſland incompaſſed with 
three Oceans; not onely with an 0ceap of water, 
\but alſo with an Oceay of mercies (no Nation 
more exalted in mercies) and I mayas truly adde 
with an Ocean of finnes. ' And that which makes 
our {ines the greater, is becauſe aur mercies have 
beene ſogreat, We havefinned under mercics,; 
. we have provoked God, & be Sea, evenithered 
Sea. Thus was 4 great aggravation of the .1/rae- 
bites fin, and ſo #ti1s of aurss Wee-have finned 
not ovely under mercies,' but with our mcrcies, 
wee, have made a-golden Catlfe, wichthe jewels 
. of: mercies which God ach, poſtgmred.vpgp us. 
We have taken Rs” nuts | onlgngriraye 
| 3 made 
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made them the members of a Harlor. What fin 
is there under the cope of Heaven, whereof 
any Nation is guilty, which we havenot ingroſ- 
ſed to our ſelves? Let us weepe for the beaftly 
drunkennefle of this Nation: But why do I call 


it beaſtly 2 for generally beaſts are ſober : It de- 


ſerves a name inferiourto beaſts, for ſoit makes a 
man for the time. Auſtin ſaith, thatin his days 
drunkenneflſe was growne to that heigth, as that 
there was no remedy againſt it, but by calling 
of a Synod. And in Our dayes It is growne to 
that Gyant-like bigneſſe, as thatthereis no hope 


of redrefſe, but in the Parliament. Woe to this 


Land becauſe of this finne; this is that which will 
make us unableto ſtand before our enemies, and 
to ſtagger likeadrunken man. For this fin God 
gives a Landover tothe ſpirit of giddinefle. Letus 
weepe for the blaſphemous {wearing thar is inthe 
Nation, wherein (if in any thing) there is a 


pride taker in offending God, for other benefir of 
4tI know none. 511.89 9100; " 


Kcb. I3:4e 


For this finne the land mourneth, and lee us 
mourne. Weepe for the adultery and fornication, 
which as an Epidemicall diſeaſe hath over- 
ſpread''the Nation. Whoremongers; and Adultercys 
God will judge. If man will not, God will. He 
that divorceth himſelfe from his wife, and joyns 
himſelfe to a harlor, God will divorce himfelf 


from ſuch a'man, 'and divorce his' mercies and 


bleflings from him: VVeepefor the covetouſhes 
of the Nation. - This finne 15 the root of all cvill / 
—_ . : an 
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and forthis ſinne God will root outa Nation, He 
that is ſwallowed up with earth, ( as Corah, and 
his company ) his cares ſtopped with canth, his 
heart ſtuffed with carth, God will give him 
earth enough when he dycs; and they that love 
earth ſo immoderately, are likely to have little 
enough of Heaven, Weepe for the oppreſſion, 
Extortion, Bribery, Lying, Griping, U'ury, 
Couſcnage and Deceit in trading. Theſe ſinnes 
will caufe a fourth ocean to encompaſe this I. 
ſland, and that is an ocean of miſery, Let us ſhed 
teares for the innocent blood that is ſhed in the 
Land; for the divelliſh pride that is amongſt 
us : Pride of heart, pride of apparcll, in fol- 
lowing the faſhions of every Nation almoſt, 
How juſtly may wee expe, that God ſhould 
make us ſlaves to that Nation, whoſe faſhions 
weſocagerly follow © Mourne forthe great pro- 


phanztion of our Chriſtian Sabbath-day : how 


can we expect that God ſhould give us reſt in 
this Land, if we will not give him. a Sabbath, a 
day of reſt 2 Oh, let our eyes guſh downe with 
rivers of teares! Oh that our heads were fountaines 
of teares for the Idolatry (that Land.devouring 
{ione of Idolatry.) for the ſuperſtition, the Apo- 
ſtafie, the contempt. of the Goſpel, and of the 
Miniſters,'and Miniftery of it that raignes amongſt 
us ! It is time for God to deprive us of cM anna, 
when we begin to be weary of it; the time may 
come we may have Sermons. few enough, that 
negle&-them ſo much as ſome doe. The Con- 
” fſlors 
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Urſuia's 


preface to 


 feſſors that fled for their Religion in Queene Ma | 


ries dajes, acknowledged (as Yr/inm relates) that 


his Cate. that grear inundation of miſery came juſtly up- 


.chiln.e, 


Jo 


on them, for the negle& of, and unprofitable. 
neſſe under the Goſpel, which they hadenjoyed 
in King Edwards dayes. Andif they were ſo ſe- 
yerely puniſhed for afew yeares contempt of the 
Goſpel ; what a ſuperlative degree of puniſh- 
ment doe wedeſerve, that havehad the Goſpel 
-of Peace, and the peace of the Goſpe], for al- 
moſt an hundred yeares, and yet are ſounlike the 
Goſpel in eur converſations? The time would 
faile, if I ſhould make a catalogue of our Natio- 
nall finnes. "Oh, let us be 6fie of the mourners 
in Sion, for the abhominations of the Land ; that 
ſo we may be mark'r out for ſafety. And let us 
take this role to perſwade us. Thoſe ſinmes which we 
know orhers to commit, and yet mourne not for ther, 
theſe ſins become our owne ſins: And therfore we may 
well pray with Auſtize, Lord deliver me fromothey 
mens finnes, which fir want of muurning and erievins 
fer,T bave made mineowne. | 
A third bucket to draw the water of teares 
withall; is the conſideration of the great brea- 
ches thar are in Church and State, We are di- 
vided i minutala fraftula ( as Aufitne of the Do« 
natifts.) Let theſe breaches break our hearts, Let 
theſe rents rend our hard hearts. For the diviſioti 
of Enzlaxd let us have great thoughts of heart. 
A tourth helpe to humiliation, is the conſide- 
ration ofthe miſeries that ate like to come upon 
us 


/ 
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vs as the wocfull conſequent of theſe breaches. 
As our Saviour Chriſt, when hee came necre 7e- 
7nſalem, and beheld the ſinne of it, and the deſola- 
tion that was impendent over it, he wepr, ſay- 
irg ; 0h that thou hadſt known, even thoa, at leaſt Luk 1g. 
in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! 44% 
but now they are hid from thine eyes, 8c. Sole: us 
contemplate the fins of Exgland, and the deftrn« 
Rion which wee may juſtly expeRasthe frutte of 
our finnes; and let usweepeover England, and ly, 
Oh Eveland, England, thatkilleſt the Prophets, 
and ſtoneſt them thar are ſent unto thee 1 Oh 
that thou hadſt knowre, eventhoy, at leaſt in this 
thy day, the things which belong to thy peace. 
It is reported of Xerxes, that having prepared 7*/*#n- 
300000. men to fight with the Grecians, and be- 
holding ſo great a multitude of Souldiets ; hee 
fell a weeping out of the confideration,thatnor 
one of them ſhould remaine 'alive, within the 
ſpace of an hundred years. Much more ought 
we to mourn, when we conſider the abundance 
of people that are in England, and the abundance 
of fin perpetrated among us ; and what ſhall te- 
come not onely of our bodies within thefe few 
years, but what ſhall become of our ſouls to all 
erernity. | 

A fifth Bucker is,the contemplation of Germaxry, A fifth 
v hich'is now become a Golzotha, a place of dead b<lp ro hu- 
mens ſculs, and an Aceldams, a ficld of bloud, = 5i9n- 
Some Naticns are chaſtiſed with rhe ſword, O- 
thers- with famine, Others with the man-deſtroy- 0 
F ing " 'Y 
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ing Plague. But poore Germany hath been ſorely 

whipped with all theſe rhree iron whips at the 

ſame rime, and that for above twenty yeares 

ſpace, Oh, letus make uſe of this Bucket, and 

draw out water, and poure it ont before the 

Lord this day ; ler us ſend up our cries to Heaven» 
for Germany.It 1s a figne that weare not true mem- 
bers of the body of Chriſt, becauſe we have no 
more fellow-feeling of the miſeries of the ſame 
body. A dead member hath no ſenſe of irsown mi- 
{exy,or of the bodies diſtemper. If wee be living 
members, we will ſlmpathize with the calamiries 
of Gods people. 

A fixth helpe to Hamiltation, is the confide- 
ration of the bleeding condition of 1reland. I 
need not relate (you have great reaſon to know 
it better than my ſclfe) the inhumane, barba- 
rous, Canniballiſticall, and ſuper-ſuperlarive 
out-rages, butcheries, and maſlacres that are 
there committed by. thoſe bloudy Rebels. Oh, 
let us ſend up one teare this day, as an Oratorto 
the Throne of Grace, to plead for mercy for 
poore Ireland! This is one chicfe cauſe of this 
generall Faſt, to pray and weep for 7reland.. Help 
it (Right Honourable). Oh, helpe ir vvith your 
Prayers and Tears. Tears have voices as vve!l 
as words, Tthank thee, oh Loxd (faith David) that 
thou haſt heara'the wiiceof my weeping. W here note, 
weeping hath a vs/ice. Andas muſicke upon the 
waters ſounds farther, and more harmoniovuſly 


than upon the Land : So Prayers joyned with 


Tears. 
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Tears, cry louder in Gods eares, and make ſwee-- 
ter muſicke then when teares are abſent. When 


Plutarc. in 


Antipater had written a Jarge letter againſt Alex- 
vita 


anders Mother unto Alexander, the King anſwe- 
red him : Doft thou not know thar -one teare 
from my Mother, will waſh away all her faults? 
So itis with God ; A penirent teare is an undeni- 
able Embaſſador. An object look't upon when 
it is in the water, ſeemes bigger than when it is 
out of the water. Let us looke upon 7relanvds mi- 
ſery through the water of our teares, and this 
will repreſent it in its due proportion. Let us 
weepe, becauſe we cannot weepe, let our hearts 
weepe, becauſe our eyes cannot weep. To move 
your hears alittle more, ſuffer mee ro propound 
three examples. T1. The example of _1braham, 
who was ſo zealous for the preſervation of Se. 
dome, that by an humble importunity he broughe 
God down totheſe terms, that if there had beene 
ren Wheat-cars in Sodowe, all the Fares ſhould 
have been ſpared for theſe ten mens ſake. And 
when God was gone from 4braham, he conti- 
nued ſo ſolicitous for the good of Sodome ; that 
(as Lather thinks) he could not ſleepe all night. 
I am ſure the Scripture ſaith, Fe gate up early in 
the morning tothe place where be flood before the Lord, 
and be looked toward Sedom,to {ce what was become 
of his Prayers. If Abraham did thus much for 
Sodome, for wicked Sodewe ; ought nov you to 
be much more zealots for the Proteſtants in /re- 
land, who profciic the ſame faith, and are Fu 
F 2 Er 
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der the ſame Government witch us in Ezeland ? 
2. Let me offer the example of Nehemiah, who 
though for his owne particular he was in great 
proſpericy, and in great favonr at the Court; 
yet when he heard ofthe affliction and miſery of 


| the people of God ar Ternſalem, hee fate downe 


Prog2mium 
Comentar.. 
in Ee. 


I $2, 419. 


Miat.2.18. 


Jud, 5.28, 


and wept, and mourned, and faſted, and never 
defiſted, till hee had obtained Jeave to goe and- 
helpe ls brethren at 7ernſalew, 3. I ſhall pro- 
pound the example of Hierome, who was writing 
a Commentary upon Ezekiel ; but when hee 
heard of the beſieging of Rowe ( a place wherein 
he had formerly lived ) and of the deathof many 
godly people, he was ſo aſtoniſhed and 41m:zed 
at the newes, that for many nights and dayes hee 
could rhinke of nothing. Et in captivitate San- 
Horuw ſe efſe captivumputabat; He thought him- 
ſelfe taken captive, amongſt thoſe that were 
taken captive. I might adde the ſtory of Phiness 
wife, but I forbeare. Let theſe examples be your 
inftrution and encouragement. Me thinks I heare. 
avoice in 1reland, like the voicethat was heard in. 
Rama, Lamentationand weeping and great monrning, 
Rachel! weepine for ber children, and wouldnot be com- 

forted becauſe oj #0t.Me thinksl fee(do not you 
ſo alfoz) rhe poore people of 1reland:looking our 
of their windows, and crying out as the Mother 
of Siſers.Why is bis charioe-ſo long in comming? why. 
tarry the wheels of his Chariot ? Why 18 aide 10 
lang delayd © whereare Pnzlands bowels v Me 
thinks 1 {ce the very flames of thisgreat fire tha 
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is kindled in Ireland. Oh, let this fire melt our 
hard hearts into pitty and compaſſion! doubt not 
bur this Bucket will craw our a great deal of water 


this day. 


There is one Bucket more, the laſt, but not the 


leaſt; and thatis the conſideration of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. His body was rent and torne for 
us, Oh, letthis rend and teare our hearts that e- 
ver we ſhould finne againſt ſuch a Chrit ! His 
bloud was poured forth as a- ſacxifice for our 
ſins. Oh, let us pour forth our tears, for our of- 


fences agsinf him !. Beloved in the Lord; This. 


is a day wherin we-ought to make conſcience 
to get our hearts affcted with deep ſorrow for 
fin ;- otherwiſe, we do but take Gods name in 


vain. Now there js no way more powerfull to. 


produce this efte&, then by poingro mount Cal» 
vary, and by burying our ſe 


Earle called EZ/Jearw, that was much given to 


immoderate anger; and the means he uled to I» vira e- 
Jus apud 
Suriun, 


cure this diſordered aff<tion, was by ftudying 
of Chriſt, and of his patience .in ſuffering the 


injurics and affconts that were offered unto him; 


and he never ſuffered his: mo to paſſe 
from him, before he found his heart transfor- 
med into the. fimilitude of Jcſus Chriſt. Wee 
are all ſick -of a hazd and ftony heart 3 and if 
ever we deſire to be healed of this ſoule-damning 
dilcaſe, ler us haye .rccourſe to the Lord, Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and never leave meditating of bis brea- 

F 3 Kings 


ves 1n the medita-- 
tion of Chriſt crucified. There is a ſtory of an- 
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kings and woundings for us, till we finde ver-** 
tve comming ont of Chriſt, ro break our hearts. 
Let us pray to the great heart-maker, that hee 
would bethe heart-breaker. So much for the duty 

' of humiliation. 

The ſe- The ſecond duty wherein wee muſt expreſſe 
—— our turning to God is Reformation. Humiliation 
mation, IS Not ſufficient without Reformation. Ir is not 
| _ enovughto be broken for ſinner, but: we muſt alſo 
be broken fFomſfinne. As a bird cannot flic with 
one wing, ner a man walke with one leg ; no 
more can we pet to Heaven by Humiliation, 
without Reformation, Both of them conjoy- 
ned, are the legs and wings by which we walk 
and flic to Heaven, And therefore let me moſt 
earneſtly exhort you to repent from ſz», as well 
as for fiv, The Crown we fight forthis day, the 
Garland we run for, the Marke we aime at, is 
Mercy ; this is our joynt ſuit, That God would 
ſhew mercy to England and Ireland, Now the 
way to obtaine mercy is clearly expreſſed, Prov, 
28: 13, Hethatconfeſeth and forſaketh hw fins, ſhall 
have mercy. This God cals for from Heaven ; 
this all the faithfull Miniſters in the City preach 
for this day, Reformation, Reformation, Refor- 
mation.' As Maſtcr Bradford at the take cried 
out, ſor do I at this time, Repent, O England, ve- 
pert, repent, Thereis a three-fold Faſt, a Faſt 
from meat, from mirth, and from finne. The two 

firſt will not ſuſfice without the laft. A beaſt 
may faſt from meat, The Divels faſt, faith 
| | Ambroſe, 
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"- cAmbroſe. The old World ( as ſome .thinke) 
did neyer cate Fleſh, and yer they were all 
drowned, Thovgh we could faſt till we were 
perfect Anatomiſts ; though we could pray and 
kneele, till our -knees were as hard as Camels 
knees (as it is reported of Zames the brother of 
Ciriſt)yet all were to no purpoſe, without this 1#7- 
wing from fin. This is jejunium waznum, as Auſtin 
faith. This is jej#ium totins anni, jejuninm 0mum 
partium,T his is the greatand theeyerlaſting faſt,to 
faſt from ſin by reformation. 

Now this Reformation, it muſt have two This Re- 
Properties, vvhich are both ofthem mentioned formation 
in the Text. 1. It maſt be Perſonall, >. It **>%> 
muſt be Nationall. It: muſt be perſonall; for fo 
ſaith the Texr'; If that Nation againſt vvhom I Perſonal. 
have pronounced, turn from their evill, Amalitia 
ſua. Every man hath ſome finne vvhich is his 
peecatum in delicis, his dileffum deliium, his belo- 
ved fin, the fin of his conſtitution. Let usturne 
from that ſin, vvbatſoever it is ; and if vve know 
not vyhat that ſin is, let us turne from every finne, 
and ſo vve ſhall be ſure to turne from thar fin. 
Thisthe King of Niziveh commanded that eve- 
ry one of his Subjeats ſhould cry mightily unto God, Jona. 3.8, 
and not onely ſo, but every one t0 turne from bus 
evill way, and fromthe wvidlence that & in their hands. 

Thus muſt we z vve muſt be ableto ſay vvith Da- 

vid, I have kept my ſelfe from my ſin, We live Pers. 23, 

intimes wherein there vvas never more turning. 

Some turne like the Dogge tothe vomit, and like 
| the 
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the Saw to the wallowing in the myre : Some 
turne Atheiſts, ſome Papiſts, ſome Socinians, 
Jome Arminians. Some turne like the weather. 
cock , which way the winde bloweth ; which 
way ſoever prefermenre goes, that way they 
ture : Many turn Neuters : Many turne from 
Chriſts fide, to be of Antichriſts fide ; Many 
ture cold and Icy for God and his Church: 
Some are like unto the Chamelion, that will 
change it ſclfe into any colour but white. So mi- 
ny will turne to be any thing but good. If 
times turne ill, they will be navghe x bur iftim6s 
turne good, they will not be good, But I be- 
ſeech you, let all-us here preſent before the 
Lord this day, turh fincerely -unto-the Lord our 
God from all iniquity, *Let us ſtrip our ſelves 
ſtark naked, of all the rags of the old 74am, 
Repent of your pride ; duſt and aſhzs doth bet- 
ter become you. Repent of your gluttony and 
drunkenvefle, let weeping be your drinke, and 
faſting your meare., Repent of your ſwearing, 
Condemne your ſelves out of your owne mouths, * 
that God may juſtifie you. Repent of your co- 
vetouſne ſſe : If everyou expe to gaine Heaven, 
looke nor after the earth ſo much, Repent of 
your Adyltery, that God may marry you unto 
himſelfe, and leaſt you be married to eternall 
flames. Repent of your ſecurity, that you may 
live ſecurely. No way to eſcape damnarion, 
but by Repentance ; and no man that ever re. 
pented: aright, but did eſcape damnation. Oh 
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that this day might be the converſion of ſome 
ſinner, that they may be able to ſay, From ſuch 
a faſting day, I began ts turn no God ! Oh that 
this Faſting-day might be a Feſtivall-day to the 
Angels in Heaven; who rcjoyce at the conver- 
fron of a ſinner ! Oh that ſome Zachews would 
make reftitutionthis day ! That fome.Prodigall 
childe would return to his Heavenly Father ! 
God Almighty exccedingly delights to ſhew 
mercy to a penitent ſinner. As a husband-man 
deligats much in that ground, that after long 
unfruirfulnefſe proves truittull, and calls his 
friends and neighbours, ro behold that ground : 
As a Captain loves that Souldier, that once fled 
away cowardly, and afterwards returns and 
fights valiantly ; Even fo God is wonderfully 
inamoured with a finner, that having onee made 
ſhipwrack of a good conſcience; yet atlaſt re- 
turns and ſwims to Heaven upon the plank of 
Fawh and Repentance. This is a notable provo- 
cation to all wretched hard-hearted ſinners to 
turnunto God by true Repentance. God is ſo 
| farre from refuſing you, that he rejoyceth in 
your converiion, and is more ready to receive 
you, then you. are to come. And I may ſafely 
adde, That in fome ſenſe God delights more in 
a penitenr Prodigall,therin one of his righteous 
children. As the good Shepheard rejoyced |, ,..,... 
more in his loſt ſheep, then in his 99. ſheep; ; 
And the good Woman .in her loſt groat; And 
the good Father in.his _— more then in - 
1 | the 
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the ſonne that went notaſtray. It is true, that 
Innecency of life is better, {imply and abſolutely 
conſidered, than Repextance : And itis more to 
be deſired #9 live without fin, than to have grace 
70 repent>after ſin. AS a whole Garmeart is better 
than a- rent Girment, and yet a rent Garment 
may be ſo hand{omely pieced cogether, thar 
there ſhall be liccle difference between that and 
a whole Garment. A penitent ſinner, that feel- 
ingly apprehends the great mercy of Gad in 
pardoning fo great a finner as he was; the ſenſe 
of this diſtinguiſhing love of God towards him, 
raiſerh up his heart to a higher pitch of zeal,and 
enables him. to draw neer to God with more 
aff-cion,and fervently to be more tender of ſin, 
and to do, and ſuffer more for God many times, 
thanthoſe that are more righteous than he is. 
As ſuppoſe,two men atSea,the one comes ſafely 
to ſhore without danger, the other eſcapes to 
ſhore not without great hazard and perilFof life: 
He that comes without hazard hath more cauſe 


{imply to be thankfull; yet ordinarily, he that 


had the greater danger, out of ſenſe of his dan- 
ger, will return more- praiſe than the other. 
Saint Paul laboured more than all the other A- 
poſtles , becauſe he was a greater finner than 
all the other Apoſtles,and had obtained greater 
mercy. Therefore Mary Magaalen loved mach, be- 
cauſe much was forgiven her. We never readethat 
the bleſſed Virgin ever came to wafh the Feet of 
Chriſt with her tears. But Mary Magdalen, _ 


Bo 
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ſinner ſhe did it, and ſhe comes firſt to the Sepul- 
cher, and afterwards (as fome report) ſhe ſpent 
30. yeers in Gallia Narbonenſt in weeping for her 
ſins. Gregory brings the example of David, who 
after he bad obtained pardon for murdering 
Yriah, and committing adultery with Bathſheba, 
fell a longing after the water of Bethlehem, Bur 
when the water was brought , He poured it forth | 
before the Lord , and would n0t aria of it. becauſe it _— 230 
hazarded the lives of his men. Obſerve how tender © 
of fin David was after his Repentance. He that 
before had ſpilt innocent blood, is now troubled 
in ccnſcience, for putting the lives of his men 
in jeopardy : He that before longed for another 
mars wife, doth now repent, for deſiring another 
mans water. Bernard brings the example of Peter, 
who before his denyall,confidently told Chrift, 
Thouzh all forſook him, yet he would not ; Yet after- 
wards, when he had repented of his denying of 
Chriſt, he was ſo tender, that when Chriſt 
purpoledly asked himthree times, Loveſt rhoume 
morethantheſe ? he anſwers not comparatively, 
as before, but poſitively ; Oncly Lord thou knoweſt 
T love thee, And this is another provocation to 
exhort all ſinners to lay hold upon this holy 
Anchor , this wrath-charming Repentance. 
Come all ye prodigall children , all ye loſt 
ſheep that 'have gone aftray : Behold your 
Heavenly Father is not onely ready, bur joyfull 
to receive you; and if rightly underſtood, more 
joyfull, than in his fairhfull Children. Was 
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there ever mercy like to this! Ohthat we had 
hearts to embrace it ! And the greater any man 
is in eftate,and parts,the more honour God ſhall 
have, if ſuch a man will turn to God this day. 
Great men are the Looking-glaſſe of the Coun- 
trey where they live, according to which, moſt 
men dreſſe themſelves : If they be wicked, the 
whole Countrey is much the worſer by them. 
Ou paz. The vices of Rulers are rules of Vices, @rnicquid 
dius romen faciunt precipere vVidentur, If the head be giddy, 
. 4. ay the members reel, If the liver be tainted, the 
' body is droplie. Teroboam made all 7ſracl to fin. 
But when great men prove good men, itis not 
AQ, 18.8, to be expreſſed, what good they do. When Cril- 
pus the chief Ruler of the Synagogue, beleeved on the 
Lord, many of the Corinthians hearing, beleeved alſo. 
When the Matter of the family was converted, 
his whole family were alſo baptized. The Lord 
makeall great men, good men and good men 

(of parts and abiljtics) great men. 
2. Iemuſt, 2, As this Reformation muſt be perſonal, 
1 >” fo allo it miſt be nationall. For ſo ſaith the 
Text, 1f that Nation againft which, &c. A parti- 
cular man by turning unto God, may turn away 
a particular judgement. But when the fins of a 
Nation are general}, and the judgements upon 
a Nation generall, the turning muſt be generall. 
If the Sea hath broken the banks, and over- 
flown the Countrey, it is notthe care of one or 
two men, by repairing their banks, that can 
prevent the inundation. Even ſo when God. is 
| Ovet-- 
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overflowing a Land with a generall deſtruction, 

there muſt be agenerall endeavour ro make up 

the whole breach. There muſt be a Court-Re- 
formation, a Countrey-Reforination, a City- 
Reformation, Church and State-Reformation, 

a Generall-Reformation. 

Bur how ſhall we do to obtain this generall 9, 

Reformation ? 


Two waycs. Anſw, 
If youthar are the repreſentative Body of this 7x, 


Nation, as you ſtand under this relation, be 
reformed, the Nation it [elf may be ſaid ro be 
reformed, For youare the Nation repreſenta- 
tively, virtually, and eminently; you ſtand in 
the place of the whole Nation; and if you ſtand 
for Gods cauſe, the wiole Nation doth it in 
you. Oh let it not be ſaid;that the Reformers of 
others need Reformation themſelves ! If the 
eye be dark, how great is that darkneſle, &c. 
If the Salt that ſeaſonerth other things, be unſa- 
voury, wherewithall ſhall it be ſeaſoned. > This 
15 the firſt way. 'S | 
The ſecond way to reform a Nation, is when 2, 

| you that are the repreſctitative,Body bf. the Na- 
tion do, as muchas in you lyeth,to reform the 
| Nation you repreſent. This is a duty that God 
requires and expedts from your hands, . It was Ke 
rhe complaint of Nehemiah, that the Nobles of Te= Nete.z,r, 
koah d:d not put their necks to the yoak of the Lord,this 
was a preat blemiſh to them. Let not, I beſeech 
you.the like brand of infamy be caſt upon any of 
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you. It cannot be denied bur that this Nation 
needs Reformation,not onely in reference to the 
Common- wealth, but alſo to the Church. The . 
Prophet in the ninth verſe, compares a Nation 
toa Houſe that needs building, and to an Orchard 
that needs planting. And ſure ir is, that the 
Hovle of this Nation is much our of repair : the 
Houſe of the Lord lieth waſte, and there is much 
rubbiſh init. Many pollutions have.crept into 
our Doctrine, much dehilement into our Wor- 
ſhip, many illegall innovations have been ob- 
traded upon us ; the very poſts and pillars of 
this Houſe, many of them are rotten ; the tones 
are looſe and uncemented ; the Houle exceed- 
ingly divided and diſtracted with diveriity of 
Opinions; tke very foundation is ready to ſhake, 
and the Houſe to fall down about our ears. The 
Garden of this Nation is over grown with 
weeds ; and thereare many not onely unprofit- 
able, bur hurtfull trees planted in this Garden, 
Now this is the great work thatthe Lord requi- 
reth at your hands, Ohye Worthies of Iſrael ! 
To ſtub up all thefe unprofitable Trees, and to 
repair the breaches of Gods Houle, to build it 
vp inits beauty,/according tothe pattern in the 
Mount, and to'bring us back not onely to our firſt 
Reformation is King Edwards dayes', but ro reform: 
the Reformation it ſelf, For we werethen newly 
crept out of Popery , and (like unto men that 
come newly out of priſon, where they have been 
long detained ) it was impoſſible but our gar- - 
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ments ſhould ſmell a little of the Dungeon from 
whence we came. Ir is ſaid of Za{arw, that 
when he came firſt out of the Grave, He came loh.1 1.44. 
ferth bound hand and foot with Grave-clothes , and his 
face was bound about with a Napkin. So it was with 
us in our firſt Reformation : it was a moſt bleſ- 
ſed and glorious work, like the reſurrection 
from the Grave : but yet notwithſtandirg we 
E 3 came out Of this Grave bound hands and teet 
with our Grave-clothes, and eyes-blinding 
Napkins; we brought many things out with us 
which ſhould have been left behinde. Our Sa- 
viour Chriſt roſc from the dead, and letr all his 
linncn clothes behinde him. So muſt we bury all 19% 20-5. 
ſuperſtitious Ceremonies in the grave of oblivi- 
on, and perfeta Reformation according to the 
Wordof God. And as our Saviour Chriſt, in 
the place forementioned, commanded his Dif- 104,.1 a4 
ciples to unbinde Lazarus, and to take away his 
Grave-clothes. Oh that you alſo would com- 
mand the Apoſtles of Chriſt, the faichfull and 
| learned Minifters of this Kingdome to meet in a 
tree Nationall Synod, for ro inform you about 
the taking away of theſe grave-clothes,and eies- 
blinding. Nipkins, or whatſoever elſe ſhall ap- 
pear to be prejudiciall tothe piety and purity of 
of Gods Worth:p. Bur then 1 do moſt earneſtly 
beſeech youro take heed that thoſe whom you 
call to this Synod , be not like unto the Cardi- 
nalls and Prelates who 1net at Rowe, to conſult a: 


bout Reformation of: the Church, of whom-Zu- 5": 
| efew Convent 
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Luther ſpeaks. That they were like unto Foxes 
that came ro ſweep a houſe full of duſt withtheir 
tails, and inſtead of ſweeping out the duſt, they 
ſwept icall about the houſe, and made a great 
ſmoke for the while, bur when they were gone, 
the duſt fell all down again. I doubr not bur if 
this motion (which I offer in all humility) ſuc- 
ceed, your Wiſedoms will be carefull'to make 
ſuch qualifications both of the Perſons thar are 
to chuſe, and to be choſen, that no Miniſter 
lyabletro any juſt exception, ſhall have a yoice th! 
in this Synod, for fear left our greatelt remedy 2 
prove to be gur greateſt ruice. But this by the 
Way. | 
Oh that the Lord would make me an inftru- 
ment this day to encourage youto go 0n in the 
Taiz, 1. work of Reformation. For Siovs fake 1 will nat 
hold my peace, and for Teruſalems ſake I will not reſt, 
untill the righteouſneſſe thereof go forth as bright- 
neſſe, and the ſalvation thereof as a lamp that burneth, 
Ariſe, ariſe, have mercy. upon Sion, for the time to fa-" 
vour her, yea, uhe ſct time « come : Let it pitty you to 
ſee $10x inthe auſt, Let this be the product of this 
ſolemn Faſt to quicken youto a Nationall Re- 
formation. When Mofes had been converfing 
with God, his face ſhone when: ke came down; 
Youare now converfing withGad in the Meunt; 
Oh that your lives might ſhine forth in holines, 
after tiis day : and that.it may:be with you as it 
was with Hezekiah, when he -and all his people 
kept the Paſſcover together; the firſt thing they 


' did 


m—_———_— 


the Hototirable Houſe of Commibns. 49 


did: before the killing of the Paſſeover was, the , con, 
taking away all the Altars that were at Teruſalem, and 30. 14.15. 
caſting. them into the: brook Kidron. And when the pong 
Paſſeever was finiſhed, all Iſrael that were preſent, went © 
out. to the Cities of Tudah , and brake the Images in 

peeces,. and cut down the groves, and threw down the 

high places, andthe Altars ont of all Indah, and Ben- 
Jamin,in Ephraim alſo, and anaſſeh,untill they had 

utterly deſtroyed them all. I ſpeak not of any tumul- 
tuous,diſorderly, illegall way,but of an orderly 

and legall reformation : Which I delire. ( like 
this of Hezekiab)-may- be the iſſue of this day. 

| The Motives are many. | O—_ 

- I. If youbuild Gods houſe, God will build mace, 
Houſes for you, as. he did.for the' Hebrew Mid- rx. 
wives, -he will bleſſe and proſper, you. Remem-[Ex1.21. 
ber what the Prophet Haggai: ſaith. 1s it time for - 
y0u, -O yee, to dwell 111 your. cexled houſes, and this houſe 
lye waſte? Now therefore, thus ſaiththe Lord ; confi- Hagg, 1.45 
der your-wayes, Tee have ſown much, and bring in little, 96:71, 9: 
gee eat, but ye have not enough, ye cloath you; but there. 
is none warm; and he that earneth wages, earneth wages 
to pat it into a bag with holes. Thi ſaiththe Lord, 

Con ſider your wayes, goup to the Mountain , and bring 
Wood and build the houſe, and I will take pleaſureinit, 
and I will be glorified, ſaith the Lord, ec. Read alſo, 

Verſe 9, 1O, 11. | 

.. 2. Conſider what Mordecai ſaid unto Eſther. 2, 
Think not with thy ſelf that thou ſhalt eſcape in the Kings Efth. 11, 
hoaſe, more then all the Tews , for if thou altogether "3: *41"5+ 
boldeft thy peace at this time,then ſhall thereenlargement, 


and 


"$0 
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and deliverance ariſe to the lews from anather place; 


But thou and "” Fathers Houſe fhall be deftroyed. And 
who knoweth whether thou art come to the Kingdom, for 


fach a time as this ? As Ierome ſaid concerning the 


day of judgement. That whether he did cat, or 
dripk , or whatſocyer he did, he did alwayes 
hear the voice of the Arch-Angel, Ariſe yee 
dead.,and come to judgement. $0 doe I deſire thar 
you would at all times,and in all places, remem- 
ber and conſider this ſoul-awakening ſpecch of 
Mordecai and Eſther, ft: | 

3- Confider the famous examples of Ezra, 
Nehemiah, and Zerubbabel, what care and pains. 
they took for the rebuilding, not only of the 
Walls, but alſo of 'the Temple of 7ersſalew, Tt 
i5 not enough to ſer the State in-tune, but you 


' muſt remember to- repair the Temple alſo. Be 


Hoch, 4 7 


Tet de pa- 
Wien . 


not afraid of Tobiah, Sanballat, or of any other 
enemy. ho art thou O great Mountain ? Before Ze- 
rwbb abel thou ſhalt become aplain, A Parliament-man 
muſt be like Athanaſims, whowas Magnes + Ada- 
mas. A Loadftone, and an Adamant. A Load- 
ſlene by his affable carriage, and courteous be- 
haviour, drawing all men to the love of him. 
But in the caufe of God he was as an Adama, 
untameable and unconquerable. 

4. If we reform and turn, God will turn ; If- 
we turn from the evill. of our fins God will turn 
from: the evill. of his POE Teriullian 
ſpeaks of: himſelf, That he was born to nothing. elſe 
bat to Repentance. An cxcellcat ſaying for every 

: ONE. 
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one <0 lay to heart. The firſt Text that ever 

Toba Baptiſt preached on, was Repentauce, The Marhge. 
firſt that ever Chriſt preached on, was Reper- | 
zance. And the firſt thing that Chrift comman- Mar.4.rx. 
ded his Apoſtles to preach, was Repentance. God 
himſelf hath conſecrated Repentance, by his Luk. 24. 
ownexample, ſaith Torallias, Dedicavit peniten- $7. | 
tiam in ſemetipſo. He repenteth to teach us to re- j,,;,. 
pent. This is that which God not ogly com- 
mands, - and entreateth, but fweareth that he AREA 
would have us to do. Happy we for whoſe ſake mf 
God ſwears, but moſt unhappy if we beleeve Ter 
not God when he ſwears, and if we live not as 

we beleeve. 

Will a nationall reformation certainly divert '@,ef, ” 
Gods judgements from a Nation? Did not | 
Tofiah reform , and yet it is expreflely (did, That 
notwithſtanding this Reformation, Yet the Lord , ring.:s, 
turned not from the fiercentſſe of his great wrath, where- 26, 
with his anger 'was kindled againſt Tudah, becauſe of 
all the | provocations that Manaſſes had provoked bins 
withalt. INS 1323; HOY Hm 
1. Anationall reformation will certainly de- yp. 
liver -us from everlaſting miſery. 2. It is Gods - 
ordinary way for the 'removeall of 'temporall 
judgements. There is no-inſtance fully againſt 
it, bur this of 79h: but to this it may be replyed, 


' that 7oſabs reformation in reference to the mul- 


titude, was hypocriticall ; and therefore it did 
only -prorogue! and adjourn ; - bur fot: totally 
remove Gods wrath. ' That it was 'fo.in "_ 
GL H 23 0 


\ 


_—_——_ 
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of the people, appears, /erem. 3. 10. And 
for all this, her treacherous. ſiſter Judah hath not turned 
nt me with her. whole heart, but fainedly , ſaith the 
Lord. A lincere Nationall turning will certainly: 
divert Nationall Judgements,and procure Nati- 

onall Bleſſings. + 

If. we will not turn,. reform, and repent of 
ouritns, God will.repent,with a ew kinde of. re- 
pentance, he will not repent off the evil, but repent 
vhat he hathreperted of the evill ;: he will repent of 
the good wherewith he ſaid he would benefit us. 
And this, leads me: to the:;fourth Dodrinall 

Conclufton: | 9D» 

Dottrine 4. | 

That when God begins to build and plant a 
Nation; if: that Nation,do. evill-ia Gods fight, 
God will unbuild., pluck up, and repent of: the 
good he intended to do-unto it. -This is a point 
of great concernment, expreſlſcly ſet down in 
the tenth verſe, It is certain that God hath be+ 
gun to.build and ow this. Nation, and he hath 
made you his Inftruments (Right Honourable) 
in this great work. We reade, Zechary 1. 19.0f 
foxr horns, which ſcattered Indah and Ieruſalems. By 
theſe four hotns,. aremeant all the enemies of 
Gods pebple;thar arcalwayes puſhing atthem, 
and: goring of them; And verſe: 20, wereade 
of four Carpenters: whom God: raiſed upto fray 
away theſe horns. Such Carperters.have you been 
unto us: You have knockt off all-thoſe horns 
wher ewith.the fat Buls of. Baſhaw puſbed at us: 
H You 


WE E._. COEED na 
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You have endeavoured to under-prop the Houſe 
of . this Kingdom,” and to keep.t from falling: 
Youhave ſtubb'd up, many unprofitable Trees,: 
and taken away: ( atleaſt, inyour endeavours). 
many rotten poſts : you have removed a great 
deal of rubbidge : You have been 'our Ebead- 
melech's., to releaſe our leremics out of the Dan- 
geon. Indced you have done marvellous things, 
bleſſed be the/Name of the Lord ! And'wehave 
cauſe to ' be enlarged in mach-thankfulnefle , 
though:you never have opportunity. to:de mare 
for:us.. © Ezr4 blefled'God that: had given them a 


little reviving in their bondage. Aman that hath £*9 9 5: 


becn for many yeers in adark. Dungeon, will 
rejoyce exceedingly for a little creviſe of light, 
though never fo little. We have been in the 
Dangeon ofideſpair,. and: we blefſe God for 

the little creviſe of light let.in by. your means.) 

have liew among the pots ( inter olles Sipineſar) ſul- pra,68.5; 
lied with filth; and:.there:is:a _creviſe of hope 
(in:the Valley:of:Aror ): that: we ſhall ber as the 

wings of a Dove, covered with ſuluer , - ans ber feathers 

with yeliew:gold,: And though this childe of hope 


tirtr3hinges WheniEzrihad laid the foundatian 


Ezra 10, 


of the/Temple, there was great joy and rejoy» *** J7, 


cing::.Wc;doubt aor:butithereis a foundation 
laid: of - better. times , . and ſuck: a foundation 
which ſhall: never.be taken aways The Lord 
recomp: nee all the'paiys: you-haye- taken, upon 
you and yours. An yes let me-adde'one. word 
| 3 | as 
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3S 2 parentheſis ; that Nehemiah after all his gocd 
ſervices he had done for the Church, ſub-gjoyns 
theſe words.Remember me,O my God;concern- 
ing this, and: ſpare-me; he begs pardon for his 
noble wark of Reformation. Bleſſed be God 
hereis hope of a faire building, and of a moſt 
beantifull Paradiſe, :if.things ſuccced as they 
havebegun. | YR 

Bue-now raarke the Dodtrine. When God be- 
gins to build, and plant, if that Nation do evill, 


God willun-build wheat he-hath built, pluck up 


what he hath planted, He wi/llrepent of the good cc: 
For you muſt kgow, that God repents as well of 
his mercies, as of his judgements. When God 
had made Saw! King, and he proved ſftubborne 
and idifobedient,, God repented+ that ever he 
made him King, When God: faw; that the wic- 
kednefſſe ofthe o1d World wasgreatupottearth, 
He was grieved at the very heart; and repented 
thatever he maderman. When David was'ibring- 
itp home the Arke with great pomipe; becauſe 
it was not brought home in due order; and :be- 
cauſe of /zzah's fin, Cod repented of what he 


. waSdoing, and the Arke taycd.in the middle 


way.. "When the peaple-of ' 1/r*&/ were: come 


© eutiof Beypr, and very necrecanam; !becaife 


they broughtan cvill: report upon: the Land of 
Canaan, and: murmured, . The iLord repents'of 
what hehad' done, -and carrics themibacke a- 
'gaine forty - years” journey- through: the vaſt 
howliag Wildernefſe, © Teo 

| Reaſon, 


— 
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Reaſon. | | Reaſon, 
' t-Becauſe Gods Covenant with a nation is con» x. ,* 
ditionall. It is quandiu ſe bexe geſſerit. If that Na- 
tion obey my voice,then wil I build it and plant 
it : but if it diſobey toy voice, then will I pluck it 
vp,pull it down,and deſtroy it.TheLord is with yow, \ Chron, 
while ye be with him * and if'ye ſeek: him,he will be found 15 2 
8f-. y0u :' but 1f you forſake him, he will forſake you. If _—_— 
504 do wickedly,you ſhall periſh both you and your King. | 

2, Becauſe that finne is fo pernicious to a 2. 

Kingdom, that where finne rules,there God and 
his merey will notabide.' 'Sinne takes away the 
favour of God, by which all Nations ſ{ubfift. 
And if Gods favour be gone, all is gone. Siane 
diſſolves the very Joynts and Sinews of a Nati- 
on; Religion maifitains and upholds Kingdoms, 
The 7r0ays had their Palladinm ; as long as that 
was ſafe, they were ſafe. The Remaxs had their 
Ancile ; as long as that was kept , they wore ſ@- 
cure.” The 1ſracltes had their Ark'; as long as. 
that was ſure, there was a defenſe upon Mount. 
Zion. Pure and undefiled Religion, is the Pat-” 
ladium ; the Ancile, the Ark, to preſerve King- 
doms. But finne betrayeth Religion into the . 
hands of ſuperſtition and idolatry.. Sinne is a 
Serpent inthe boſom, a thief inthe houſe , poyſon 
at the tomack, a ſword at the very heart of a Na- 
tion, If the _—_ be in the boſfome,it will bite; 
if arhzef in the honſe, he will teal ; if poyſon inthe 


 Romack;it will pain us ; if a fverd at the hearr, it _. 
will kill us. Uſe. | BEI, Y 
? Hence 
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Hence we may learn what the reaſon is of the 
greatdelay in the Reformation of the Church; 
why the childe. of Reformation ſticks.in the 
Birth 5 wby the hand of mercy begins to be 
pulled-in.; and why many obleryers of the 
times begin to fearthat this is not, as yet,the ap- 
pointed time wherein God will have: mercy up- 
on Sion.': Lam very confident, that the fault is 


not inyouto whom ſpeak; but it is laid down, - 


2 Chron. 20. 33. Howbeit the high places were not 
raken away ,. for as yet the prople-had not prepared their 
hearts unto the Gad of their - Fathers. The pegple of 
the Land would not bear a thorew Reformati- 
oA.. I deny not but that the Land in which we 
live-isa Landof uprightneſſe. As many amongſt us 
kvely rcligious, as in any place in the world, of 
thelike bigocſle. But yer the Bulk of our peo- 
plearc wicked, andtheir hearts arc, notas yet 
prepared tothe yoke of the Lord. Oderunt win- 
cvla pietatis. . They. arc unreformed themſelves. 


and it.is no wonder they-are ſo oppotty to.a tho- 
{aid 


row- Reformation. It may be many a-. 
mongſt us, as /eremy did once ſay of his people, 
The Prophets propheſie falſly, and the Prieſts bear rule by 
their means, and my people love to have it [0 ; and what 
will ye do in the end thereof ? Now it is this fin. of 
the Land that weakens your hands, and divides 
you ſometimes one from another,and keeps you 
from perfeQing this great work of Reformati- 
on. AndIconceiveno way better to remedy 
this, than by ſending a faithfull and painfull Mt- 
| niſtery 
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niftery tchorowout the Kingdom. For if you 
will be pleaſed to obſerve, you will finde that 
thoſe places which are rud'ſt and moſt ignorant, 
moſt irregular; and where the leaſt Preaching 
hath been, are the greateſt encmies to Reforma- 
tion. This is a work worthy of ſcrious confide- 
ration. The Lord ſtir up your hearts to confider 
it, and open youreyes alſo, clearly to perceive 
that there are more with you, then againſt you; 
and that when God reformes a Nation, he doth 
not finde us prepared, but he makes us prepared. 
When God ſhewerth mercy to a Nation, there 
gocth power with the mercy to heal the Nation, 
Ezek.36. 24,25, 25,27,28. 
If when a Nation doth cvill in Gods ſight, 7 2. 
_ God will repent of the good he intended, &c. 
Let us repent of our evils committed againſt 
God, that he may not repent of the good he 
intends to do unto us. Chuſe which you will, 
If we repent, God will repent of theewill, gc. If 
we repent not, God will repent of the good, crc. And 
ſu®zr me to tell you. That when God begins to 
draw back his mercies from a Nation, that Na- 
. tion is ina wofull plight, God repented that he 
made the old World ; Any what fellowed ? 
The next news you hear, is, they were all drow- 
ned. He repented that he had made Sas/ King, 
and the next news we hear, is, That he was re- 
jeked from being King. He repented that he 
had brought the Iſraelites out of Zeypt ; and 
thereupon he carries them back again, and 
{wears 
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ſwears that not one of them ſhould enter into 
Canaan, but that all their carkaſes ſhould periſh 
inthe Wildernefle. It is God only that can build 
and plant a Nation. He is the only Archicct 
that can build our waſte places, and make up 
our dilapidations, though never ſo grear ; he is 
the only Gardner to pluck up our Weeds, and 
to plant uſefull and fruitfull Trees in the Or- 
chard of this Nation. Andif he pleaſe he can 
do it, ard that in aninſtant with a word ſpeak- 
ing. Forſoitis inthe Text, At what :nſlant I ſpetk 
concerning a Nation to build, andto plant it ; Though 
the Houle of the Kingdom be never ſo much our 
of repair, God canin an inſtant build us, and 
plant us,and make us better then ever. But if God 
begin to repent of what he hath done, woe to 
the Nation, For except the Lord build the Houſe, 
they labour in Vain that build it, in vain tor:ſt up early, 
and to ſit up late, 5c, God will unravell all, and 
though he hath brought us neer Canaan, he will. 
carry us back again, and wake us to tarry fo:ty 
yeers for a Reformation, or it may be he will at 
laſt carry. us back. againto Egypt, which was the 
laſt and greateſt curſe, rhreatned againſt the 
people of ral, and it is the greateſt miſcry 
that can come upon this Nation, 

But-on the contrary, if we turn from our 
evill wayes, God will perfeR his building, and 
fniſh his plantation, he will make us a glorious 
Paradiſe, an habitation fit for himſelf to dwell 
in; he will ſct vp his. ordinances after a purer 

manner, 
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manner, and watch over us for good from the 
beginning of the yeer to the end of ir. Oh that 
theſe words of mine might be as goads, and as 
nails to faſten this point upon your hearts, that 
it may take deep impreſſion, and abide for ever 
upon your ſpirits. It may be ſome will ſay, 
That this doQrine is as common as the high- 
way : Itistruc, Itis 4 common high way, but ig is 
the hich way te heaven. And though it be not a 
Dodrine to glut your ears, yetit i ſavoury meat, 
ſach as Iacob provided for Eſau, whereby he obtained the 
bl:(ing. Turn or burn for ever in Hcll. Let every 
man labour firft to turn himſelf, and then let us 
endeavour to reform one another. There is a 
great complaint in the Kingdom. The Miniſters 
complain of their people, that they are fadi- 
ous, ſeditious, covetous, diſ-reſpetfull of the 
Miniftery, &c. And thar becauſe they donor 
reform ; therefore the judgements of-God are 
not turned away from us. The people complain 


_ of their Miniſters, that they are dumb dogs, 


yy dogs, which can never have enough, and 
thar they are ſuperſtitious, more for pomp then 
ſubſtance; and thar untill the ſcandalous Mini- 
ſters be removed, Gods heavy hand will never 
be removed from us. The rich complain of the 
poor, that they are lazy, and theeviſh, The 
poorof the rich, that they are proud and hard- 


\ hearted, The ſuperiours cry out againſt their 


inferiours, and the inferiours againſt the ſuperi- 


ours. And becauſe every man cxpets when 
| I 3 his 
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his neighbour ſhould turn, hence it cometh ro 
paſſe that no maa in particular turns. We look 
for that in another, which we forget te do in our 
ſelves. I know no way to reconcilethis divi- 
fion, bat by raiſing a new diviſion, and by per- 
ſwading all ſorts of people to ſtrive, who 
ſhould be the firſt in turning ro God, who ſhould 
firſt ger into Chriſt, who ſhould firſt get inro 
the Ark. Every man ſtrives for worldly prece- 
dency. Oh lerus ſtrive for this ſpirituall pre- 
cedency ! Iris no pride in this to go one before 
another. He is the humbleſt that goeth firſt. 
And being reformed in our own perſons, let us 
in the next place labour to reform one another, 
We are all of one nation, of one body, one 
fleſh, one Church. : There is a Nationall Com- 
munion, a Morall Communion, a Politicall 
Communion, a Spiritnall Communion amongſt 
us. Imay adde, There is a Communion in mi- 
lery. We are all in the ſame condemnation. 
Let us hbour to pitty one. another, and to turn 
one another. Let every man ſearch what drun- 
kard, whar ſwearer; what adulterer, &c. He 
hath in his:Houſe, and 6ither cauſe the ſin to de- 
part: from the perſon, er both fin and perion 
from his houſe. 

Firſt reforme your own families, and then you 
will be the ficter to reforme the family of God. 
Ler the Maſter reforme his ſervant, the Father 
his childe, the Husband his Wife. Will a man 


keepe a ſervant in his houſe all night, if he were 
aflured 
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aſſured he weuld murther him before morning ? 
Such a ſervant is finne, It will murther ſoul and 
bodie. Let us caſt it away from our ſelves, and 
from our families. 
There is one Motive more, and thar is from 
 theayd youare ſending to Ireland, to diſtreſſed 
Ireland, that at this inſtant calls ro Englaud with 
aloud cry for help and aiſiftance. _ I doubt nor, 
but you are ſenſible that delay is as bad as deni- 
allalmoſt. I ſhall offer only one Text te be 
conſidered on whea you ſend forth your help, 
and that is Deut. 23. 9, When the Hoſt goeth forth 
againſt their enemies, then keep thee from every wicked 
thing. If ſin be in the Hoſt, it will make you * 
turn your backs upon your enemies; Turn to - bn 
God, and he will make your enemies turn their 
backs upon you. 

But it is not in my power to turn, unleffe I 0bjec?. 
were predeſtinatcd * 

I anſwer wich Maſter Bradford, that we muſt 
firſt go to the Grammar-ſchovle of Repentance, 
before we can be admitted to the Univerſity of 
Prexdeftination. It is rot a diſpute abour P. xde- 
ſtination that will turn away Gods wrath, bur 
it is the praRtiſe of hwniliation and Reformation. 
It is moſt certain, that God is not the cayſe of 
any mans damnation. He found us ſinners in 
Adam, but made none finners. Thy perd-tion s 
of thy ſelfe, oh Iſrael! Anditis as certain, that it 
is not in the power of man by nature to conyert 
himſelfe. And that therefore God commands 
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wiat we cannot perform, that we might therby 
take notice what we ſhould do, and what we 
once could doin Adam, and where we ſhould go 
to get powerto do that which we cannot do of 
Our fei'ves. Goto the Word, that hath a crea- 
ting power. God oftentimes in ſpeaking gives 
power. Go to prayer, for converting Grace, 
Pray with _Anuſtine, Lord give me what thou com- 
mandeſt, and command what thouwilt. It is an exce'= 
lent rule obſerved by the ſame Author, That there 
is nothing required of us from God xs a duty in Scrip- 
ture, but it u either promiſed by God as a gift, or ſome 
of Gods Saints hve prayed for it as a gift, As for 
example. God commands us to turn unto him, 
but Jeremy prayes for it; Turn us, oh Lord, and we 
ſhall be turned. And God promileth it, Deut. 30.6, 
Ezck. 36.26. Let us therefore be ſenlible of our 
inability te keepe the commandement of the 
text; and letus beleeve in his promiſe, to give 
vs power to keepe it, and pray for the pertor- 
mance of his promiſe. 


FINIS, 


